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IN THE SUMMER OF 2004, a multi-national, multi-univer- 
sity, and multi-disciplinary group of students Ied by faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Washington's Coilege of Architecture and Urban Planning 
spent twenty-four days in the Chinese city of Quanzhou, Fujian 
Province, learning and demonstrating how tools of spatial analysis 
and participatory research can help to articulate diverging stake- 
holder interests in development at the community level, and can help 
municipal policy-makers acknowledge this diversity of interests. 
Their ultimate goal was to assist the Municipal Planning Bureau in its 
effort to establish a public discussion on appropriate development 
goals for the city's diverse communities, in the hope that the urban 
planning decision-making process could became more explicitly 
indusive of community concerns. 

THE STUDENTS worked directly with two communities in 
Quanzhou (pronoun& in Mandarin like "Chwen-Joe"), a coastal 
prefectural city with approximately 400,000 population in its urban 
core. One community is a neighborhood designated for preservation 
in an economically and demographically declining wrner of the city's 
historic center; the other is a burgeoning village at the city's expand- 
ing and increasingly industrial periphery. 

IN THE FIRST of these communities, Quanzhouts "Cheng Nan'' 
(South End) students encountered a problem that faces many historic 
inner-city environments: the differential assessment by various resi- 
dents and municipal authorities of the historic value of the 
neighborhood's buildings and spaces, They proposed a process of 
discussion and decision-making designed to resolve conflicts 
between residents' aspirations for comfortable "modernn living wndi- 
tions, local government and merchants' desire for improved business 
conditions and higher-level government and cultural authorities' 
policy to maintain architectural identity. 

IN THE SECOND COMMUN N, HUQ JU Village, new 
formally planned factories sit adjacent unplanned, formerly agri- 
cultural settlement tha)pow houses a 1 pulation of migrant 

A k workers and businss owners from dis an provinces. Students 
examined the differ t concerns and perspective$$f local villagers 
and "temporarf migrants, demonstrated how thep cess of 
researching these pe p e c t i v e s ~ l d  be made a &cly accessible 
activity, and suggest f possible spatq and policy strategies to 
accommodate both sets of interests in' 
tion in the area, 

, the studio tested the possibilithof educa- 
students from Mainland China, Taihan and 

supported by the Ford Foundation since late 1999. 

BESIDES much logistical supporf received from the Ford Founda- 
tion, additional funding assistance came in the form of an Interna- 
tional Mobility Grant by the Univemity of Washington Marc 
Lindenberg Center for Humanitarian Action, International Develop 
ment and Global Citizenship. 


