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ltaly in 15" C. Major powers are Venice, Milan, Florence Naples & Papal State
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15th C. FLORENCE: MEDICI vs REPUBLIC OF 1494

1434-1494 Medici family controls Florentine Republic:
through manipulation of electoral system

Cosimo de Medici: (1434-1464)
merchant banker, title “Pater Patriae”
given after his death (“father of the fatherland”)

1454 Peace of Lodi
Balance of power between major Italian powers:
Milan, Venice, Florence, Papal States, Naples:

1454-1494 Period of (relative) peace in Italy
before French invasions of 1494
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Lorenzo the Magnificent (1469-1492) Cosimo’s grandson
1494 Medici overthrown & expelled by Republic of 1494
1512 Medici re-instated as rulers of Florence

first Medici Pope Leo X 1513-1521
Giovanni, son of Lorenzo
made Cardinal at age 13 through deal
with Pope Innocent VIII
(Pope’s son marries Lorenzo’s daughter)



Florentine Republic (1494-1512)
Context of French invasion of 1494: Valois King Charles VIII

Role of Girolamo Savonarola, Dominican preacher
moral reformer; opposed to corruption and luxury;

republican government higher standards of civic virtue
conflict with Papacy:
denounces corruption of Borgia Pope
1497 excommunicated by Alexander VI
1498 executed by Republic



Execution of Savonarola in Florence; 1498



Portrait
of
Machiavelli

in Palazzo
Vecchio




The Career of Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527)

under Republic: diplomatic missions to
Emperor, French King, Cesare Borgia, Pope Julius Il

1512: fall of Republic, return of the Medici with aid of Emperor
Machiavelli exiled to his country villa, begins to write

1513Letter to Vettori: describes his life in exile (link on Notes page)

1512-1513 The Prince (Italian = principe or princeps)
addressed to Medici ruler, hoping for job as political advisor

advice to a “new Prince” on how to maintain his state
need for strong military to end foreign invasions of Italy
last chapter (link on Notes page)

“Exhortation to Free Italy from the Barbarians”
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Machiavelli

1512-1513 Discourses on Livy (Friday)

republican governments as best
comparison of Roman Republic with
Florentine Republic
Central concepts:
virtu (Latin virtus) versus
fortuna (fortune, chance, luck)

Civic religion: ancient versus modern
what kind of religion is better for the state?

Critique of Christianity, but especially of
the role of the Papacy in Italian politics
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