German Tribal Structure

Source:   Tacitus    Germania (lst C. AD)

   Economics: hunting, grazing, not settled agriculture
    Politics: COMITATUS 
                 war band, followers of warlord king; 
                   personal loyalty to (elected) king 
                   as strongest bond  (vs Roman "state") 
   Social: distinctions between nobles, freemen, slaves
Roman Influence on Germans: 
             military tactics & service
             political organization:
                       4th C. first tribal confederations:
                       e.g.  Alemanni = "all men"; 
                               Franks = freemen
Demographic pressure on German tribal confederations 
                       allied with Rome:

Asiatic migrations:  begin in 4th C, end l5th C; 
                  nomadic horsemen from east 
                  first = Huns;  then Bulgars, Mongols; 
                  last = Magyars
FIFTH C. INVASIONS:  
 VISIGOTHS  - converted to Arian religion

              378 Battle of ADRIANOPLE:
                      
defeat of Emperor Valens by Goths
              410 AD SACK OF ROME BY ALARIC
Roman pagan response:  
             blame Christians for Sack of Rome

413 Augustine writes City of God to defend Christianity 
        (See reading for Friday section)

