Assignment #2, EDLPS 598B

Spring 2007

SPSS Practice Assignment

Due: Via esubmit, Thursday April 12, 2007, 11:59pm PST.



What to submit: 1 chart and summary from 1 analysis in SPSS (i.e. “explain the output”). 1-2 pages maximum, single spaced. Explain the output
Purpose of the assignment:  1) learn to navigate SPSS software, 2) practice importing data to SPSS, “cleaning” data, and running basic analyses and charts.

Helpful SPSS resources:
Eienstien & Abernathy: http://cs.furman.edu/rushing/mellonj/spss1.htm
*they use a hand-entry example. Please use “import” you’ll need it when your files are larger.

 U of Texas: http://www.utexas.edu/its/rc/tutorials/stat/spss/spss1/
UW CSSCR: http://julius.csscr.washington.edu/
*GREAT for in person, hands on help.  Same location as our class. The CSSCR consultants will be available during our regular class time.

Step-by-step instructions:

DOWNLOAD

1. Download “First_Day_For_SPSS” file from Week 2 folder on the class website.

2. Open SPSS and select open an existing data source and select First_Day_For_SPSS.xls 

*if it asks for the Worksheet,  Select Edited [A1:J11].
ANALYSIS
In this section, you will be running several analyses. When you are completed you will have one output file (.spo) with all your analyses. Select one to create your chart.

1. In Data View, Go to “Analyze” menu and select “Descriptives” and then “Frequencies”

· Run Frequencies for YEAR and BSC_STA variables individually.

· Run Frequencies for EXP_BSCST, EXP_EXCEL, AND EXP_SPSS

2. In Data View, Go to “Analyze” menu and select “Descriptives” and then “Crosstabs”

· Run crosstabs for BSC_STA (Rows) and EXP_BSCST (Columns)

3. In Data View, Go to “Analyze” menu and select “Descriptives” and then “Descriptives”

· Run descriptives for “pres”
GRAPH

Select one of your analyses to create a chart of your choice. 

1. Highlight the analysis in your output or work from your data view. Select the Data in Chart that summarizes your data – individual cases or separate variables.

2. Choose the chart type and select “define.”

3. Complete options as indicated by the SPSS windows by clicking variables over and editing Titles.

4. Select “OK”

WHAT TO TURN IN:

Turn in your output with each of the analyses and one graph. Include some handwritten annotation about what is in each table and what you are trying to describe in your chart. Attach your output to your 1-2 page summary.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICE

You will not need to turn this in, however, it is helpful in understanding your data for next week’s assignment.

1. Open First Day.sav in the Week 2 folder. Compare the variable view and the data view.

2. Compare the variables to the paper copy of the codebook.

3. Practice renaming variables in variable view and deleting cases in variable view. Use First Day2.sav in the Week 2 folder as a guide.

Goal: become familiar with what is in the data view and variable view you are working with.


What are the “scale” variables?


What are the comments?

