Assignment #3, EDLPS 598B

Spring 2007

Catalyst WebQ Survey Assignment

Due: Hard-copy in class Thursday April 19, 2007

What to submit:
1. Summary of your results from your new catalyst WebQ survey. 1-2 pages maximum, single-spaced. Use graphic display of data at your discretion.

2. Short statement (max 1/2 page) about the data sets which one would be most useful to the research questions you are interested in or your place of employment. What is your research question or topic? What about the data set is useful - participants, dates, survey questions, etc?  NOTE: The dataset you select to discuss does NOT have to be the one you select for the end-of-quarter final assignment.
Purpose of the assignment:  1) learn to work with data in various environments (ie between survey, data, variables), working with reports, codebooks, file terminology etc. 2) learn about the decisions and considerations impact the composition of secondary data sets, 3) begin to become familiar with the national data sets that are available.

Helpful Resources:

Catalyst WebQ: http://catalyst.washington.edu/web_tools/index.html
*Select “WebTools” on the far left. Then select “WebQ”

NCES Data Sets: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/SurveyGroups.asp?Group=2
NSF Data Sets: http://nsf.gov/statistics/database.cfm
Class website: http://courses.washington.edu/scdrydta/index.shtml
*See list on right-side column.

Instructions:

1. Visit the WebQ link, http://catalyst.washington.edu/web_tools/webq.html
for general information about WebQ and getting started.

2. On paper create a survey that includes at least three different scales of measurement and one comment or short answer. Your survey should have approximately 10-12 questions.

2. Using WebQ, create an online version of your survey. You will have lots of choices for drop down boxes, buttons, etc. Be purposeful, but try some variety.

3. Once you have created your online survey, email the link to 10-15 people to complete your survey. 

4. Download your data into Excel and SPSS and review your data. Does it make sense? Can you see how the questions have become variables? What kind of recoding, renaming, etc will you need to do? 

5. Download the codebook – do you see how the codes correspond to the survey?

6. Explore the online reports. Using the “View Statistics” report, write an executive summary of your data. 

WHAT TO TURN IN

Turn in a summary of your data, describing each question and summarizing the results in 1-2 sentences. For example, “Most of the respondents indicated they had little experience with SPSS. Ninety percent of the respondents selected “no experience.”

Please attach a paper copy of the statistics report to your executive summary.

Have fun, it can be a silly survey or something related to a topic you are interested in!
