Assignment #4, EDLPS 598B

Spring 2007

IPEDS Assignment

Due: Hard-copy in class Thursday April 26, 2007.

Read: Effective Reporting Book (Yes, the whole book! ()
What to submit:
Executive summary from your work with IPEDS. 1-2 pages maximum, single-spaced. Use graphic display of data at your discretion. The Effective Reporting Book, pages 45-71 (Chapter 6) describes which charts to select based on your data and guidelines for appropriate labeling and incorporating into text.
You will be creating a small data set of 4-6 institutions with five variables using the IPEDS database. Your data set will come from IPEDS, from there Excel will be adequate for analysis and graphic representation, however, try working both in Excel and SPSS.

It is not necessary to frame your data set around a particular question, but your analysis in SPSS and/or Excel will be more useful if you practice creating reports with variables from IPEDS until you find variables that are meaningful.

Feel free to include a brief annotation of what you tried, what worked, and what didn’t work.

Helpful Resources:

IPEDS COOL – College Online Locator

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/
*Useful for quick info, overview, and pre-prepared tables. Ideal for locating IPEDS ID number for use in establishing a linchpin institution in IPEDS.

IPEDS

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/
Class website:

http://courses.washington.edu/scdrydta/index.shtml
*See links on right-side column.

Instructions:

1. Go to the IPEDS website and log in using a linchpin institution that you intend to include in your group of institutions.


*A quick way to look up IPEDS IDs is on IPEDS COOL.

2. Create a comparison group. You can still navigate the IPEDS site without this step, but eventually the system will prompt you to do this.

*Note: Once you have specified your comparison group, save it to your computer for future use or if you time out.

3. Begin selecting variables. You can add and delete variables from your list as you move through the program. This is a good time to begin recording variable names and/or later print online reports so that you have a record of the variable names. 

*Note: It is a good idea to save you variables to your computer for future use or if you time out. You can delete or add variables at anytime.

4. Create a Ranking Report or Institutions Data Report. 

I find it helpful to select:

“Both Institution UnitID and Name”

“Long Variable Name”

“No” to status and imputation flags

You can select “View on the screen” or “Download in comma separated format” at your discretion

Some Helpful Hints:

5. After some exploration of IPEDS, sketch out on paper, a table that includes:


1. First Left Column - IPEDS ID or School Name


2. Top Row – Variable Names


3. Remaining Rows/Columns – data you expect to have


4. How you will represent it – pie chart, scatterplot, etc

6. In this early exploration of IPEDS and how it works you may find that it is easier to create separate 5 separate CSV files and merge them into one Excel table before running an analysis in Excel or importing to SPSS for analysis.

7. Be attentive to how your data will display in a graphic format. You may need to run your IPEDS reports in more than one way, so that your data imports into CSV, then your dataset, and chart in a way that makes sense.

For example if you are doing a trend analysis of enrollment and you select variables starting with 2006, your line graph will display the year in reverse order.

EXTRA! BONUS! EXTRA!

Try the “Statistical Summary Report” with graphs!

Try creating a “Calculated Variable”
