Assignment #5, EDLPS 598B

Spring 2007

Final Assignment Preparation

Due: Hard-copy in class Thursday May 3, 2007 of your proposal for the final assignment. We will discuss the article and your final assignment proposal in class.

Due: Email a revised IPEDS slide or new slide of your choice. Please submit a revised slide from IPEDs or try a new slide from either your survey or the bowling data.
Instructions for Final Assignment Proposal:
Please read the Antony & Valadez article. Read the entire article, but pay close attention to the research questions, methods and results on page 41-46 for data source, measures, and how it is displayed in Table 2 (see also Table 5, page 51). 

Next, keeping in mind how Antony and Valadez conceptualized their study and framed it with descriptive data (Table 2; see also Table 5 on page 51), begin your proposal by answering the following questions:

1. State your research topic – be sure this is phrased as a statement. Include the background for this issue in your work. Is your topic going to be empirical research or applied?

2. State your research question – be sure this is phrased as a question. Again, are you answering this question with empirical data for an audience of researchers or will answer a question for policy makers, supervisors in your workplace, etc?

3. Who will you describe? Individuals in a sample or the “universe” of institutions? Specify who you will describe (first time enrollment, institutions by Carnegie status, faculty by ethnicity)

4. What variables will you analyze to address your topic, answer your question?

5. What data source will you be working with? (be specific, HS&B, IPEDS, NSOPF).

6. Will you aim for a final paper that is descriptive or includes a statistical analysis?

Helpful Resources:

Data Resources From NCES & IPEDS on the class website:

http://courses.washington.edu/scdrydta/index.shtml
*See links on right-side column.

-MORE ON REVERSE-

A Note About the Antony & Valadez Article & Your Final Assignment:

If you are familiar with factor analysis or other statistical methods, then feel free to use the Antony and Valadez article as a guide for how to craft a research study using secondary data analysis. You can also use the final assignment in this class as the preparation for working with individual level data (we use public data in class). In short, your proposal and final assignment will be more robust and you will have the start to a journal article!

If you are less experienced with statistical analysis, your proposal and final assignment will reflect the descriptive nature of Table 2 & Table 5 and/or use basic measures of central tendency if appropriate. However, do not let that stop you from learning more about factor analyis, t-tests etc. so you understand the second part of the article better. Websites, books, and SPSS Help function all explain these concepts. You can map definitions and explanations of these concepts on the article for a clearer understanding of the article overall.

May 3 Preview:

If you would like to browse the data cutting tool we’ll be using next week, you can visit the tutorial online at:


http://nces.ed.gov/dasol/help/index.asp

