Assignment #7, EDLPS 598B

Spring 2007

Final Paper Draft

Due: Hard-copy, final paper draft due in class, May 17; (Assignment 8 Preview: Updated draft due & poster proof due May 24).
Final Paper/Report and Poster Instructions:
Your final assignments in this class are an 8-10 page paper (plus additional pages for references, title, appendices, etc) and a poster that is appropriate for one of the following audiences:

a. academic audience (intro, background, method, results, conclusion)

b. policy audience (broader scope – similar format, but may include an executive summary)

c. workplace audience (program specific- similar format, but may include an executive summary)
In your paper/report introduce the topic and issue or question to your audience, relevant background, then, using data, answer questions or describe the issue, and make conclusions or recommendations. As noted in the instructions for Assignment 5, your focus may be on piloting an empirical study for later or describing a higher education issue with data. Either option is appropriate and your level of expertise should direct the statistical analysis you use (mean, frequency, cross tab vs. correlation, factor analysis, etc). The purpose of the assignment is to use data that already exists, by describing and displaying it in text and graphic display. Final copy due in class, Week 10, May 31.

For the poster, you will create a poster that is suitable for a conference-style poster presentation. Posters are an “advertisement” for your paper or report. Posters typically have a combination of titles, text, and graphics that summarizes the sections of your report. Poster size should be in the range of 32x40, 36x48 or 40x60. These are only estimates, but provide an idea of minimum and maximum ranges. Final copy due in class, Week 10, May 31.
Poster resources:

· Health Sciences, http://depts.washington.edu/hsasf/posters/index.html
· See also, http://depts.washington.edu/hsasf/posters/pdfs/poster_usepowerpoint.pdf
· FedEx Kinkos, 5 Corners

· Black & White Poster Rate - .75 cents

· Communications Building Copy Center

· http://www.washington.edu/admin/pubserv/index.php
Posters will be judged on their professional presentation (clarity, appropriate balance of white-space and content, graphic display, labels etc). Printing posters can be costly, however, you do not need to use high-quality poster paper or color ink. Kinkos, 5 Corners offers a black and white poster rate that is quite reasonable. I recommend that you check into printing options & cost sooner rather than later.

*Note – Health Sciences has a great service for design, proofing, and printing if you are using a UW budget number. 

MORE ON REVERSE

Criteria for Paper and Poster Evaluation
1. Introduction of the idea/problem statement.

Is the topic introduced and the groundwork laid as to the direction of the report?
2. Body of the report.
Does the report go from general ideas to specific conclusions. Is the relevant background/literature described? Do transitions ties sections and paragraphs together?
3. Coverage of content.
Is the appropriate content covered in the right balance of brevity and depth? Are sources cited when specific statements are made? Has the argument for the significance been made?
4. Clarity of writing and writing techniques.
Writing is crisp, clear, and succinct. Active voice when appropriate. Use of appropriate graphic diplay.
5. Conclusion: Synthesis of ideas.
Succinct and precise conclusions or recommendations based on the content. Insights into the problem are balanced. Conclusions and research question are strongly supported in the report.
6. Citations/References; Appropriate APA Format & Citation & Labeling of Figures.
All needed citations were included in the report. References matched the citations, and all were encoded in APA format.
7. Timeliness. No late papers. (
Additional resources:
See examples of papers and reports on the class website and weekly links. Readings from the quarter provide examples of format, use of headings, placement of graphics, and format, font, layout. If your paper is a report (option b or c) you may select to work with modifications of APA format. If you are working on a paper for an academic audience (option a) I recommend standard APA format & citation.

See class website for additional APA format links and the COE Writing Center.
