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Secondary Data Analysis, EDLPS 598B
Educational Leadership & Policy Studies 

University of Washington

Spring Quarter 2007, 3 credits

Instructor: 

Jennifer Lee Hoffman, PhD

jennilee@u.washington.edu
Miller M301, 616.6309, #2

Office Hours By Appointment

Course Information:
Class Meets: March 29 –May 31
Classroom: Savery 137 & 140

Day/Time: Thursday, 7:00-9:20 pm

Course Website: http://courses.washington.edu/scdrydta/index.shtml

A. Course Overview

Secondary Data Analysis: The process of reexamining existing data to address new questions or use methods not previously employed. 

(From ICPSR)

This course introduces the fundamental concepts of secondary data analysis in educational settings, using a “hands-on” approach to mining existing data from a variety of sources. Students in this course are introduced to the conceptual and practical issues related to conducting secondary analyses with existing data for two purposes: 1) secondary data analysis as an empirical research method and 2) data-driven decision making in educational settings. Students in this course learn to ask research questions, conduct data analyses, and present results through in-class activities and weekly assignments. 

B. Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this graduate level course. Limited to graduate enrollment.

C. Course Format

Assigned readings, practice assignments, and each student’s prior knowledge and experience provide the basis for small group and individual in- and out-of -class activities. The class format also includes in class informal presentations, reports, and peer collaboration.

D. Course Objectives

1. How to ask a research question and use existing data to answer it.

2. Basic measurement theory and survey design.

3. Basics of using SPSS, Excel, and relational database software.

4. Graphic presentation of data in academic and administrative settings.

5. Overview of federal data sources and data cutting tools.

6. Writing and presenting reports based on secondary data and peer-review activities.

E. Textbook, Related Course Readings, & Tools



REQUIRED

1. Course readings be distributed on the class website and in class throughout the quarter. 
2. A small notebook. 

3. Jump drive and/or CDs for backing up files.

4. Student edition of SPSS, available at the UW Computing Bookstore or on-campus use.  $75 Bring UW ID & Photo ID for graduate student rate.
RECOMMENDED

1. SPSS, Excel, and/or Basic Statistics reference books. See course syllabus for suggested titles. UW Bookstore, General Books Section.
2. Effective Reporting, Trudy H. Bers and Jeffrey A. Seybert. We will place a class order at the discount rate of $10.00.
3. The Chicago Guide to Writing About Numbers, Jane E. Miller. Contact UW Bookstore for arrival in Textbooks Department; $17.00.
F. Assignments
1. Weekly Practice Assignments: Eight weekly assignments will be due in class each week April 5 – May 24. Weekly assignments are brief reports intended to apply concepts learned in class the prior week. Each report should follow guidelines for that week’s assignment, but generally should include a description of the research question, the data accessed, description of the analysis, a chart or table that represents the data, and conclusions and/or findings. Include one paragraph that annotates your decisions, dilemmas, and/or questions. Single spaced, two pages maximum. Paper copy due at the beginning of class each week. No late papers. 5 points each, 40 points total.

2. Participation and Attendance: Students will make brief, 3-5 minute mini-presentations in class on a regular basis. Attendance in class for demonstrations of data sets and mini-presentations is required for successful completion of the course. If you will miss a class, please make arrangements for mini-presentations and your weekly assignment. 10 points.
3. Final Report and Poster: Each student will prepare a final report and poster suitable for a conference presentation. Additional instructions to be distributed in class. Please submit your research question and data set by May 3.  Due in class May 31, 2007. 25 points each, 50 points total.
Assignment Summary:

	Assignment
	Date Due
	Notes

	Weekly Practice Homework


	April 5-May 24
	· 5 points each, 40 points total

· Hard copy due at the beginning of class

· Exception: use Esubmit April 12

· No late papers accepted



	Mini-presentations
	April 5-May 24
	· 3-5 minute presentations based on in class practice

· 10 points total



	Submit research question & database


	May 3
	· Submit one copy via e-submit to Jennifer

	Final Report & Poster
	May 31, due in class
	· Submit 1 hard copy of your paper

· Bring your poster

· Additional copies of your paper via esubmit

· APA required

· No late papers

· Report 25 points, Poster 25 points


G. Grading/Evaluation

Written assignments will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
· Follows APA format when required.

· Limited grammatical and spelling errors.

· Appropriate use of terminology and language.

· Critical analysis of issue, synthesis of ideas, depth of perspectives.

· Thorough, accurate consideration of evidence, methods, conceptualizations, and standards.

· Builds on prior experience or knowledge and/or peer learning

· Rubric for final report and poster to be distributed.

I.  Course Schedule


We’ll follow this topic schedule, however, specifics are likely to change as the course progresses:
1. Thursday, March 29 – Survey Construction & Data Sets Overview 

· Course Survey & Survey Construction

· Excel Practice

· Survey Construction Overview; Scales of Measurement

· Course Overview & Syllabus

· Readings

· Hornig, NCES Report, Reclaiming the Game, Shape of the River

· UW Case

· Week 2 Excel Assignment
2. Thursday, April 5 – Bowling, Introduction to SPSS
· Meet at the HUB Bowling Alley, 7pm 

Bring cash for lanes fees

http://depts.washington.edu/sauf/hub/games/bowling.php
· Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy
· Readings & Week 3 Assignments to be distributed. 

3. Thursday, April 12 – No In-Class Meeting, Data Set & Catalyst Research

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Esubmit (this week only)


Readings & Assignments to be distributed. 

4. Thursday, April 19 – IPEDS & EADA Data
Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy


Readings & Assignments to be distributed. 

5. Thursday, April 26 – IPEDS & EADA Data

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy

Readings & Assignments to be distributed.
6. Thursday, May 3 – NCES Data and DAS Cutting Tool

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy


Submit your Final Report Question & Data Set – End of Class

Readings & Assignments to be distributed.

7. Thursday, May 10 - NCES Data and DAS Cutting Tool

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy

Readings & Assignments to be distributed.
8. Thursday, May 17 – AIR & Advanced Models; Relational Databases

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy

Readings & Assignments to be distributed.
9. Thursday, May 24 - TABLEAU & Power Point For Posters

Weekly Practice Assignment Due – Paper Copy

Readings & Assignments to be distributed.
10. Thursday, May 31  – Poster Presentations

Final Report & Poster Due


Poster Resources

· Health Sciences, http://depts.washington.edu/hsasf
· FedEx Kinkos, 5 Corners

· Black & White Poster Rate - .75 cents

· Communications Building Copy Center

· http://www.washington.edu/admin/pubserv/index.php
J.  Course Resources

Bers, Trudy H. and Jeffrey A. Seybert. 1999. Effective reporting. Resources in Institutional Research (12). Tallahassee, Florida: The Association for Institutional Research.

Miller, Jane E. 2004. The Chicago guide to writing about numbers. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Hinton, Perry R., Charlotte Brownlow, Isabella McMurray, and Bob Cozens. 2004. SPSS explained. New York: Routeledge.

Pallant, Julie. 2001. SPSS survival manual. Buckingham: Open University Press.

Sahai, Hardeo and Anwer Khurshid. 2002. Pocket dictionary of statistics. New York: McGraw Hill.

Vogt, W. Paul. 2005. Dictionary of statistics and methodology: a non-technical guide for the social sciences, 3rd edition. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.

See course website for electronic resources.
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