Powers Soc 316

   June 27 Lecture Outline


What’s Going On?

· Today we cover power theories of social order; Thursday authority; Friday review for the midterm.

· Review will only last about 1 hour; second hour of class I will conduct as an office hour (talk about papers, exam prep, etc.) 

· Remember to bring your reflections on exam preparation to class Friday: “One thing you did that helped you on quiz one, one thing you’ll do differently for midterm.” 

· Thursday & Friday office hours downstairs 12-1pm

· Next week Monday = midterm; Thursday = outline

· If you wish to use groups/networks or spontaneous order theories, we can talk about a couple-day extension on outline and summary of cases.

· Social order: google it, seriously! Get a friend to be a confederate in your own social order experiment. Rent documentaries.

External bases of social order

· Order via coercion

Hobbes asks: How is social order possible?

· Assumptions:  
· People seek to attain their desires; their ability to do so depends on their power

Micro-level assumptions

· All men seek to avoid death and injury & have “restless desire for power”

· “the object of mans desire; is not to enjoy once oncely; and for one instant of time; but to assure for ever; the way of His future desire. And therefore the voluntary actions, and inclinations of all men tend not only to the procuring; but also the assuring of a contented life. Man will not be content with moderate power; because He cannot assure the power and means to live without the acquisition of more.” 
· All men (roughly) equal in body and mind, which produces “equality of hope in the attaining of our ends.”

· “Men have no pleasure  (but on the contrary a great deal of grief) in keeping company, where there is no power able to over-awe them all.” (p. 83).

· 3 causes of conflict

· Competition makes  
· Diffidence [distrust/antipathy]  
· Glory  
Implications for social order 

· These conditions produce a constant struggle for power over others 

· “State of nature” =  
· "And therefore if any two men desire the same thing; which nevertheless they cannot both enjoy; they become enemies, and in the way to their End endeavor to destroy, or subdue one another (171)"

The state of nature

“For WAR, consisteth …. (pg. 172)    (172)
Consequences of "state of nature"

· People are insecure, and live in a constant fear of injury and death

· There is no place for industry, because the fruit of it is uncertain

· “The life of man is Solitary, Poore, nasty brutish and short”

· Drive for power and self-preservation justifies anything in state of nature

Hobbes’ defense of his motivational assumptions

·   (173) 

Summary of problem of social order

· Rational egoism (   

· Assumption:  
· Fear of death and desire for "commodious living" ( demand for social order

· “Covenants, without the Sword, are but Words, and of no strength to secure a man at all.”

Men trade liberty for order/peace

· Social order only comes from universal acknowledgement of a perpetual sovereign power (the state, or Leviathan) against which each of them would be powerless.

What guarantees this beneficial outcome?

· Hobbes posits a (Third) Law of Nature

· Is this conclusion logically consistent with its premises  

· Can the Third Law of Nature be reconciled with his behavioral assumptions?

Marx refresher.

Engels on the state

· Engels also views state as necessary for social order, but sees different role:

· State  
Classes

· Defined by their relation to the means of production

· Remember: productive activities determine consciousness (Marx)

How state produces social order

· It represents interests of the ruling class

· Mechanism 
Critique of Coercive (Power) Theories of Social Order

·                                           (Durkheim’s "precontractual basis of social solidarity" or an underlying feeling of trust among people that gives them faith that others will obey contracts). 

· COERCION enormously expensive  
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