PSLE (Pediatric Speech-Language Evaluation)
EEU In-Class Observational Assessment

Who:

Teams of 2 students – these 2-person teams do not have to be from the same PSLE team
Each team does 2 assessments; one clinician is “lead” the other clinician helps with observations

In lieu of 1 UWSHC assessment.
Where:

One of the EEU classrooms: Infant-Toddler, preschool, or kindergarten

When:

After each student has had at least 1 opportunity to be a lead clinician during a UWSHC assessment.

Observational assessments will happen during times when the EEU SLP is onsite and available to answer questions – EEU SLPs do not need to know the details of your plan or assessment results verbally, only when you are conducting the assessment and to answer any questions you might have about the child or classroom.
Students will be given information about when they can go to the EEU (what works best for the classroom staff and for the SLP). 

It may be that the time students go to the EEU is during the same time as PSLE but that is not guaranteed.

What:

Students will arrange their visit/s with the EEU SLP. A target child (child with special needs who has an IEP or IFSP) will be selected by the SLP for the student.

Students will review the EEU file on the target child and will take notes on that information for use in the report. Students will need to be mindful of privacy, use initials and guard the information carefully.

Students will be in the classroom and interact with a target child in the classroom. Students will receive some training from UWSHC Supervisors on how to function appropriately in the classroom.
Please look at the assessment tools listed below.  You may choose to use parts of each or one or more entire protocols depending on the needs of your child and what is documented in the IFSP/IEP.
· Transdisciplinary Play-Based Assessment Communication Behavior Observation Worksheet as well as portions of the Cognitive Skills Observation Worksheet (especially play) 
· This includes a language sample form that can be used.

· Students will need to watch a 1-hour video regarding strategies for carrying out a TPBA.

· Students need to realize that what they will be doing will be modified from what is presented on the video (i.e., parent or other professionals will not be part of the assessment)
· Assessment, Evaluation and Programming System (0-3 or 3-6)
· Cognitive, Social-Communication, and Social Sections only
· UW Pragmatic Skills Checklist 

Report

Students will write a report summarizing their observations. A template will be provided although students may adjust the template in small ways if necessary.

The report will be ultimately shared with the EEU SLP.

Documentation of Hours
The EEU SLP will ‘sign-off’ on students’ time at the EEU using a form provided. This form will be attached to the report.
Deadline

Observations must be completed by the end of the 2nd to last week of classes.

Initial drafts of reports must be turned in within 5 business days after the observation.
Steps to Take:

1. Teams: Determine who your teammate will be. It can be someone on your own PSLE team, or you can ask someone from the other team (1 person from each team will need to work together if there are odd numbers of people on the teams).

a. For each observation, 1 person will be the “lead clinician”. 

i. This person is responsible for going down to the EEU, prior to the assessment to view and take notes on the IEP. 

ii. This person is in charge of writing the report after the evaluation.

b. The other person will serve as an additional observer. Both clinicians can discuss their observations together (i.e., perhaps one person observed something the other person missed).

c. The teams will rotate, so that the other clinician is lead the next time.

2. Scheduling: Look at the schedule for potential EEU times. 

a. Find a first time to go down to look at the IEP (you can also watch how the classroom works and get a “lay of the land”). You must choose a time during which the SLP is available so that the SLP can give you access to the documents.

i. You need to get the IEP information first so that you can think ahead about what you might do (within the confines of the classroom) to elicit the behaviors listed on the IEP. You can also make some data sheets to help you record observed behaviors.

ii. You can discuss with your supervisor appropriate strategies.

b. Find a second time during which you and your teammate will be in the classroom doing your assessment.

c. Only 1 team pair at a time can sign up for a time.

d. Email the SLP and classroom teacher listed on the schedule in order to announce when you will be coming to their classroom. Be sure to give them at least 48 hours notice (not everyone is on email as much as we are) so that 

i. the SLP can figure out which child they are going to have you do the assessment on. 

e. Time management tip:  If teams know in advance when they can go down to the EEU together, each team member can arrange to view the IEP for their respective target child at the same time. 
i. Example: Clinician A and Clinician B are team members. Clinician A will be “lead” for a child in classroom 127 and Clinician B will be “lead” for a child in classroom 136. Clinicians A & B can make their preliminary visit to the EEU together and access records at the same time. Clinicians can also view the classrooms in which they will be doing their subsequent observation.
ii. Note – You will need to arrange 2 separate observation times for the actual assessment piece so that you are not distracted by trying to do 2 observations at the same time. 
3. Preparation:  You will be using some established tools to help you organize your observation:
a. Watch the video And You Thought They Were Just Playing: Transdisciplinary Play-Based Assessment (approximately 1 hour). 
b. Also browse the book Transdisciplinary Play-Based Assessment. This is found in the Student Computer Lab. (Copies of selected chapters are also available in the SCL) 

i. Focus on the Introduction, communication and cognitive behaviors chapters. You are not expected to thoroughly assess cognitive or motor skills, although those areas certainly would be good for you to watch for in the classroom, especially play.

ii. Also study a copy of the Communication Behavior Observation Cognitive Behavior Worksheets.
c. Study the AEPS Cognitive, Social-Communication, and Social Sections and relevant chapters in the AEPS manual for ideas on ways to elicit and what you are looking for. 

d. Study the UW Pragmatic Skills Checklist 
Be sure to bring these worksheets and checklists with you to the EEU when you do your observation.

e. Do not forget to inform the EEU SLP and classroom teacher about your visit. Please cc your supervisor on this email as well.
4. Doing the Assessment:  Be sure to be at the EEU at the time indicated. The personnel at the EEU are incredibly busy and they are being very generous with their time to provide this very valuable opportunity. 

a. You are expected to work as independently as possible. If you have questions, please try to present them in a “batch” to the SLP rather than constantly try to talk to the SLP in the classroom. They are certainly willing to help you and they are keeping an eye on you, but remember that they have a job to do as well.

b. It may be better to ask questions via email either before or after the evaluation as well. Use your best judgment. 

c. Follow the lead of the classroom staff (i.e., if it is time for a transition, then you must conclude what you are doing with a child and assist in making sure that child gets to where he/she is supposed to be).

i. Along those same lines:  Safety first – make sure to alert a classroom staff if you see something concerning and you do not feel comfortable intervening (e.g., kids bopping each other on the head; kids exiting the classroom without apparent adult supervision). When in doubt, call for help.

d. You will start off the assessment by sitting near by and watching the child, but probably not interacting much.

i. You will take an online language sample (using whatever form works for you). It is not possible to record your language sample; do the best you can to write what you hear and the context.

ii. You will also take notes based on information from TPBA, AEPS and Pragmatic Checklist.

e. As is appropriate you will begin to engage the child one-on-one or within an interaction with peers. This is where the teammate comes in handy: You interact; the teammate can take notes and remind you about things you may have planned to look for (i.e., IEP behavioral objectives). You can review and fill in the notes together at the end of the observation.

f. Understand that you will see a lot, but you may not see everything that you wanted to during the time with the target child. That is just the way it is. If you want to schedule a second observation, that is fine, but not required.

Note: Other children in the classroom may attempt to engage you. That’s fine, but keep your eyes on the target. If you are having trouble with this you can gently indicate that you are not able to play with him/her right now and say, “Maybe later.” If you are still having trouble, find a classroom staff member to help you.
5. Post Assessment: Once you have concluded your time in the classroom
a. Have the EEU SLP sign off on the clock hours form.
b. Compile all your notes and write them up into an organized report using the template.

i. Note: Templates are great but sometimes they are not flexible enough. The template provided gives you guidance, but if you have another way to organize your information that works for you better please use it. Just make sure that you target the areas listed in the template.

c. The report will ultimately be shared with the EEU SLP; make sure it is a professional looking document.

d. Attach the clock hours form to the report.

e. Don’t forget to include the EEU assessment in your total hours for PSLE.

Remember the Deadlines
· Observations must be completed by the end of the 2nd to last week of classes.

· Initial drafts of reports must be turned in within 5 business days after the observation.

· Be aware that the EEU follows the Seattle School District schedule.
· In the summer, the EEU runs a “summer camp” of approximately 4 weeks.

· The EEU calendar can be found at:

http://eeuweb.org/pages/Calendar.aspx
Clock Hours Recording and Verification Form

PSLE:  EEU In-Class assessment

Name of Student:









Date of Assessment:









Time Spent in Classroom:
From


 to 




Total Minutes:






The following areas were targeted during this assessment (check all that apply):
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Articulation

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fluency

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Voice and Resonance

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Receptive & Expressive Language

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hearing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Swallowing

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cognitive Aspects of Communication

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Aspects of Communication

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Communication Modalities


Name of EEU SLP:









I verify that the information above is correct:

Signature of EEU SLP, M.S., CCC-SLP

Date

SLP’s ASHA #:
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