Evaluation Summary

(A full report will follow.)

Dates of Evaluation:  
  11/13/XX and 11/27/XX

Date of Conference:  
  12/01/XX



	Childs’ Name:
	John Smith

	Age:
	7 years, 10 months

	Reason for coming:
	Concerns about stuttering, language development, and literacy skills


	Major Areas of Concern Revealed by Evaluation (Bottom Line):

	1.  
	Fluency (Stuttering)

	2.  
	Syntax (Sentence Construction)

	3.
	Narratives

	4.
	Literacy 

	5.
	Working Memory 


Details about the Major Areas of Concern:

1. Fluency:  The majority of dysfluencies observed were part-word repetitions with prolongations and blocks (pauses).  The examples below were the longest in duration, but most of John’s dysfluencies were fleeting.   
a. Examples:

i. “a- a- a- ambulance”
ii. “gro- gro- groceries”

Recommendation: Treatment is recommended to address fluency since John’s dysfluencies frustrate him. Can be done at UWSHC pending availability.



2. Syntax:  John constructed some sentences in an atypical manner.  These constructions did not hinder the listener’s comprehension of John’s message.  Stuttering/circumlocutions may be playing a role.
a. Examples:

i. “This is from last year, from we were going pumpkin-patching.”  
ii. “…but we’ve been friends for once we were little kids.”  

iii. “First you start with not this.”

3. Narratives:  In general, variable performance on standardized measures; one measure below age expectations, one measure WNL . Fatigue may have played a role.
a. In natural conversation, clinicians experienced difficulty following his accounts of events.

b. Possibly related to avoiding moments of stuttering:

i. “talking around” the words he actually wants

ii. Can monitor throughout fluency treatment
Recommendation: Techniques to use at home to address John’s syntax and development of narratives are listed in the report in more detail.  





4. Literacy: John had difficulty with sound-symbol correspondence, particularly vowels. He also seemed to implement guessing rather than word analysis in his approach to reading. These factors make reading grade-level sentences difficult for John.
a. Examples (of nonsense words):
i. “bim” as “bum” 

ii. “nan” as “nin”
iii. “gat” as “red”

iv. “pog” as “pudding”
Recommendations: (1) Daily intensive practice with sound-symbol correspondence and high frequency “sight words;” carried out within the classroom and with his reading tutor.
(2) Daily demonstration and encouragement of an analytical approach to reading. Specifics are within the report. (3) Encourage him and “give him permission” to ask for help when he is struggling. Let him know that it is OK to make mistakes and no one is perfect.


5. Working Memory:  John struggled to repeat longer sentences exactly as he had heard them.  He also had difficulty recalling increasingly long sequences of numerals. On other short term memory tasks he was WNL. It is 

a. unclear whether this is an actual area of concern, but… 

b. is useful in thinking about how John might best use his memory abilities

i. e.g. visual/spatial strengths

Recommendation: Monitor functional difficulties with remembering auditory information. Consider age-appropriate mnemonic strategies (e.g., chunking his phone number). Given his age, environmental accommodations need to be made (e.g., providing visual reminders of steps in directions or presenting directions in smaller units).


Areas of Strength:

1. Language: 

a. Receptive (language comprehension):  
i. Following directions of increasing complexity

ii. Listening to paragraphs and asking comprehension questions 
b. Expressive (language production):
i. Using correct word ending to signify tense, number, etc.
ii. Formulating a sentence given a specific word

2. Literacy Skills:
a. Phonological awareness and processing:

i. Manipulating parts of words

ii. Rapidly scanning and verbalizing pages of numbers and letters

b. Comprehension of text:

i. Answered questions correctly from stories he had read himself

ii. May be able to combine minimal information read with world knowledge to maximize his understanding of text. Pictures may have helped as well.


	Other Recommendations:

	1.  
	Consider summer reading instruction programs to maintain intensive practice during “non school” times

	2.  
	Follow-up with eye exam to rule out any near (or far) vision problems.


