ENGR 101/HUM 200: Technology and Society

What: Extra Credit Opportunity – Transportation Policy Paper

Due: Friday, October 21, 2005 (please hand in prior to the Unit 1 test)

Worth: 5 points towards final course grade
Length: 600-words maximum, approximately 2 pages, double spaced, 12-point type.

You are free to research your topic on the Internet. However, you must use reputable websites such as those produced by local media outlets and local government agencies. You are also welcome to use local media sources such as the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The Seattle Times, KUOW radio, KIRO, KING or KOMO, or KCPQ news broadcasts. 
The Assignment: Choose one of the transportation scenarios listed below and write a short paper that addresses the questions listed. Your goal in this paper is to critically examine a contemporary, local transportation issue. Your paper should be a thoughtful and researched treatment of the issues. Include data from your sources, and be sure to support your ideas with evidence. Your goal in this paper is to demonstrate a well-considered position on a local transportation policy issue.

Criteria for evaluation include how clearly and concisely your position is communicated using substantiated and reliable information. Be sure to include a bibliography for sources you cite.

Southwest Airlines and Boeing Field 

Assess the possible move of Southwest Airlines from Sea-Tac to Boeing Field. Consider these elements in the paper:

1. How would the move to Boeing Field from Sea-Tac be beneficial to Southwest

Airlines?

2. What are the impacts on local government if Southwest made the move?

3. How will the move, if it happens, impact Sea-Tac costs and operations?

The Monorail
Assess the estimated costs for building the Seattle Monorail as originally

planned. Consider these elements in the paper:

1. Similar projects? Where? Costs of these projects?

2. How does the Seattle Monorail compare with respect to ridership and costs to

other transportation options?

3. Bottom line: Should the Seattle Monorail be built or not? Take a position.

