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Personal Technology Reflection Essay

Due: October 3

Length: one page, single-spaced

Resources for help with paper: The Engineering Writing Center, 3rd floor of EGA.  Schedule an appointment by visiting their Web site:

http://www.uwtc.washington.edu/research/ewc/index.html

The Odegaard Writing and Research Center is open Sun-Thurs 12:30-4:30 PM and

7-10 PM.  http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/

This paper is an opportunity for you to think about the technologies that you rely on in your lives. The essay we read for today on the social shaping of technology begins a conversation about how technologies represent a system of innovation and values, regardless of the specific tasks they are designed to help accomplish.  There is a whole invisible layer of design and intention that underlies the technologies we make use of, and learning to see that invisible layer is part of the goal of this class.
For this essay, choose a technological object that is important to your everyday life. It may be a bicycle, a computer, a telephone, a bus, electric light, a book. Your goal in this paper is to learn to look anew at this technology, and also to understand its importance to your daily life. Papers will be graded based on the quality of ideas and the quality of expression.
1. Describe the technology in as much detail as you can. Imagine you are looking at whatever the object is for the first time, or imagine you are describing it to someone who has never seen the technology. Provide a complete physical description of the object.
2. Explain your understanding of how the technology was intended to be used. Include who you think was intended as the user of the technology, and what the purpose of it was imaged to be by the people who made it.
3. Describe how you use the technology. Include any modifications or customizations you have made to a core technology to adapt it for your use. 
4. Discuss how other people use the same technology. When you see other users, have they made their own adaptations? Do other people use the technology the same way you do? Do you notice any patterns in how different populations use the technology (i.e., I use cell phones to do X, but my parents use their cell phones to do Y; the women I see using blenders are usually doing X, and the men using them are making Y).

5. Discuss how you would improve the technology so it is easier for you to use, so that it meets your needs more effectively or efficiently, or so that it is improved in other ways. 

