Thesis Workshop
Dept of Global Health 593

Syllabus

Fall 2009, Winter 2010, Spring 2010

Instructors: Hagopian, Johnson

Instructors:  Amy Hagopian and Wendy Johnson--contact information below.  

Course website: http://courses.washington.edu/thesis/
Course overview and curriculum content
The purpose of the Department of Global Health Thesis Workshop, which we fondly call “How to Learn to Love your Thesis,” is to familiarize incoming students with the requirements for completing a thesis.  We also introduce new students to the various international health organizations and faculty members available as resources for their projects.

Learning goals/objectives

We build on the MPH global health program curriculum competencies.  Students will be able to:

1) Build a cohort of Global Health MPH students who have a sense of camaraderie and understand the importance of their community of friends and colleagues for their lifetimes;

2) Discuss the elements of the MPH thesis requirement;

3) Recognize each of the faculty members available to them as thesis advisors, and be familiar with their various academic interests and specialties;

4) Assemble a functional and responsive thesis committee;

5) Review the available international health organizations and other resources in Seattle who could provide support in the conduct of their thesis;

6) Discuss the issues involved in working abroad;

7) Design a research proposal, including framing research questions, gathering and organizing data, various methods of analysis;

8) Apply for UW human subjects approval for thesis projects; and

9) Be enthusiastic about and eager to write a publishable thesis.

Students with disabilities

If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disabled Student Services, 448 Schmitz, 543-8924 (V/TDD). If you have a letter from Disabled Student Services indicating you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, please present the letter to us so we can discuss the accommodations you might need for the class.
Evaluation and grading 

This is a credit/no credit class.  Getting credit requires active and regular participation.  Students are expected to conduct themselves as citizens in the class, who assume some responsibility for the success of the endeavor, rather than as customers, who carry a consumer-focused attitude. 

Course expectations
Students are expected to read assigned readings, participate actively in the discussions, ask good questions of our guest presenters, and assist in planning spring quarter workshop.

REQUIRED for grade winter quarter
Do the on-line training for IRB certification (choose #2, 3 or 4): http://www.washington.edu/research/hsd/training_citi.html
Instructor availability:
Instructors are available to work individually with students who wish additional sources of information. E-mail is the most efficient way to contact us, either for information or to make an appointment: We can schedule telephone appointments to meet your needs. 

Amy Hagopian and Wendy Johnson are located at Health Alliance International, 4534 11th Av. NE, just north of NE 45th St. Phone is 543-8382 or Amy directly at 616-4989.  

hagopian@u.washington.edu

wjohns@u.washington.edu

HServ 593

Global Health MPH Thesis Workshop
Fall Quarter 2009 

Room: T498 • 3:30 to 4:50 pm Wednesdays

	Date
	Topic
	Lead
	Comments

	9/30
	2nd year students panel: projects we're doing for our thesis; tips & tricks, including helpful courses 


	Amy Hagopian

Wendy Johnson

Julie Brunett

Krishna Richardson
	Six-Shooter introduction tool



	10/7
	What is a research question appropriate to an MPH thesis? A fun quiz.
	Amy Hagopian
	

	10/14 
	Working in Groups (skill building session to assist in course work to come)
	Peter House
	

	10/21
	Meet the organizations!

Thesis ideas from I-TECH, IHME, CFAR, ICRC Hutch, PATH, World Vision and HAI 
	CFAR (Grace), I-TECH (Ann)
	Annette Ghee, World Vision IHME (Sean)

Mary Anne Mercer, HAI



	10/28
	Meet the organizations!

Thesis ideas from I-Tech, IHME, CFAR, ICRC, Hutch, PATH, World Vision and HAI 
	
	Jim Kublin (Hutch)

Terry Elliott, PATH

Jairam Lingappa (ICRC)

Gabrielle (I-TECH)

	11/4
	2 Qualitative research theses: read & critique
	Deepa Rao, Research Assistant Professor
	

	11/11
	VETERAN'S DAY
	
	

	11/18


	Qualitative theses I have supervised and what worked and what didn't; skills you'll need to develop to do a qualitative thesis 
	James Pfeiffer
	

	11/25
	Forming a thesis committee: the rules, the dynamics, the realities, the relationships.
	Krishna Richardson 

Amy Hagopian
	

	12/2
	Steve's riff on theses
	Steve Gloyd
	

	12/9
	Small group work on thesis troubleshooting with invited faculty
	Amy Hagopian
	Course evaluations


GH 593

Global Health MPH Thesis Workshop
Winter Quarter 2010 Room: I-132
Mondays, 3:30 to 4:50 pm

	Date

2010
	Topic
	Lead
	Comments

	Jan 4
	Practicum information and

How to conduct a lit review 


	Julie Brunett
Amy Hagopian


	Wendy & Amy

	Jan 11
	Read and critique 2 practice theses
	Dunia & Jama
Nate L & Jordan
	Phan Thesis: Journey of Life

Mas Thesis: Safe Links 

Mary Anne Mercer confirmed.

	Jan 18 -  HOLIDAY

	Jan 25
	IRB: it’s the law.
	Tanya Matthews 
	Read the Belmont report  http://www.hhs.gov/

Ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/

belmont.htm 

Confirmed - Wendy gone

	Feb 1
	Read and critique 2 quantitative theses
	Juanita & Hamid

Fatima & Bizu
	Sarah Gimbel?

Wendy gone

	Feb 8
	Quantitative thesis ideas and examples
	Kenny Sherr
	Confirmed.

	Feb 15 - HOLIDAY

	Feb 22
	Should you include a survey in your research, and if so, what are some things to think about?
	Diane Martin
	She was originally invited for Feb 15; Amy gone

	March 1
	How to conduct focus Groups & interviews 


	Peter House
	Confirmed.

	March 8
	Small group work on thesis troubleshooting with invited faculty
	Amy Hagopian
	Course evaluations


Unscheduled, perhaps bump to spring? 
	WHEN?
	Using secondary data in your thesis project-- country-level health statistics, census data, and large national data sets
	Wendy Johnson


	Listen up, PCMI students!

Resource: Steve Lim stevelim@u.

897-2811
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Global Health MPH Thesis Workshop
Spring Quarter 2010 Room: T498
Mondays, 3:30 to 4:50 pm
	Date
	#
	Topic
	Speaker
	Notes

	3/29

2010
	1
	Elements of a thesis proposal
	Wendy & Amy
	

	4/5
	2
	Literature Review Part II
	Wendy & Amy
	Bring your laptop and bibliography software (Zotero if nothing else)

	4/12
	3
	Check-in with faculty in small groups
	Scheduled: Stephen Bezruchka, Amy Hagopian, Aaron Katz, Jim LoGerfo, Kenny Sherr, Susan Thompson
	

	4/19
	4
	A conversation with the Department’s curriculum director
	Steve Gloyd
	confirmed

	4/26
	5
	Field Guide to conducting research, Part I-topics include budgeting, timing, logistics, relations with in-country organizations
	2nd year or alumni students
	Javiera Martinez, Sarah Hohl, Sato Miho, Noah Derman

	5/3
	6
	Field Guide to conducting research, Part II- topics include data collection, data management, data entry
	2nd year or alumni students
	Beatriz Thome, Lee Pyne-Mercier, Carla Toko, Michaela Leslie-Rule

	5/10
	7
	Publishing your thesis
	Tom Koepsel
	Tom Koepsel 

543-8830 koepsell@u.

	5/17
	8
	The problems of privilege and research
	Julia Robinson

Tracy Harachi

Rachel Chapman
	Amy in Geneva

	5/24
	9
	Wrap up and staying in touch
	Michelle Desmond & Chloe Waters
	

	5/31
	10
	Holiday
	
	


Twenty Questions for thesis presentations:

1) What is the study question?  Is the question new and well defined?  How important is the topic?

2) What was the hypothesis?

3) How would you classify this piece of research in terms of methods?  Are the methods appropriate and well described, and are there sufficient details provided to replicate the work?

4) Was there an intervention?  Describe it.

5) What was the study population?  Sample frame?  What was the sample source?

6) Were the data used in this study from primary or secondary sources?  Are the data sound and well controlled?

7) Can you make causal inference from this study?

8) Was there an experimental design?  Is there is a comparison group and was it appropriate for the research question?  If there is an intervention, what did the comparison group receive?
9) What were the independent variables?

10) What were the dependent variables?

11) Review the tables for presentation and meaning.

12) What were the analytic techniques and statistical approaches?

13) What were the results, findings?  Was there an “Ah-HA?!”  If there was, did the researcher report it appropriately?

14) Does the manuscript adhere to the relevant standards for reporting and data deposition?

15)  What did the findings contribute to the field?  What are the policy implications?  

16) Are the discussion and conclusions well balanced and adequately supported by the data?

17) Do the title and the abstract accurately convey what has been found?

18) Was the writing quality good?

19) What were the limitations of the study?

20) What were the flaws in the research methods or reporting?
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