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White Center Community Development Association (WCCDA)

http://www.wccda.org/

WCCDA incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in 2002 in order to ensure that all White Center residents have opportunities to thrive economically, socially, and politically through community-based economic redevelopment, affordable housing, and advocacy. WCCDA currently serves approximately 25,000 people in unincorporated King County and portions of Seattle and Burien.

WCCDA facilitates or operates a variety of programs in partnership with government agencies and private entities, including a business assistance center, a storefront improvement program, a farmers’ market, international festivals, community housing forums, public safety programs, and a walking guide. WCCDA also manages a website (listed above) with information for residents and members of the public.

WCCDA receives funding from numerous governmental, corporate, and individual donors, including Annie E. Casey Foundation, City of Seattle, Evertrust Foundation, Key Bank, King County Housing Authority, Safeco, US Bank, and the U.S. Department of Justice’s Weed and Seed program.

King County Housing Authority
http://www.kcha.org/hopevi
In line with its mission of providing quality affordable housing opportunities and building communities through partnerships,
 the King County Housing Authority is using a $35 million HOPE VI grant and $200 million of additional public and private funds to begin revitalizing Park Lake Homes in White Center over ten years. The Housing Authority aims to provide quality housing and homeownership opportunities to spur employment, economic growth, and community development in White Center.

Specifically, the project will replace 569 units of distressed public housing with a 900-1100 unit mixed-income community, with 300 units of housing affordable to current residents, 200-400 units of workforce rental housing, and 200-400 for-sale homes. The project will also reorganize the community around parks and open spaces by building a new high school, a child-care facility, community gathering spaces, and a new library.  

The Housing Authority is working closely with the community and service providers on planning the project. It created a community task force and meets regularly with Park Lake residents. It also operates a website (listed above) with information for the general public and residents of Park Lake Homes and White Center who will be impacted by the project.

Public Health – Seattle & King County
http://www.metrokc.gov/health
White Center, like many neighborhoods facing social and economic challenges, faces more than its share of health problems for women, children and infants.  For example, rates of asthma in children, sexually transmitted diseases in teens, and teen birth rates in White Center remain above the average for King County.  

The City of Seattle and King County governments operate a joint public health department, Public Health - Seattle & King County.  Their mission is “to achieve and sustain healthy people and healthy communities throughout King County by providing public health services which promote health and prevent disease.”  

Public Health – Seattle & King County operates the White Center Public Health Center located at 10821 8th Avenue SW.  The Center offers a wide range of services from adult and child immunizations to home visits and family planning/std clinic.   Public Health also hosts a web page at http://www.metrokc.gov/health/datamaps/ designed to be a resource for community organizations and government agencies.

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/workingtogether/wctrbp.html

Mission of DSHS is to improve the quality of life of individuals and families in need. DSHS works to help people achieve safe, self-sufficient, healthy and secure lives.

The new White Center Multi-Service Family Resource Center, part of a community partnership including DSHS, Annie E. Casey Foundation and other organizations, opened on October 16th, 2004.  The goal of the new center is to bring together multiple health and human service providers under one roof to benefit the families and individuals of the White Center and Boulevard Park communities.  The Center helps low-income people with cash grants, medical costs, childcare and other services.  

This center is integrated with other service providers including, the DSHS divisions of Vocational Rehabilitation and Children's Services and the state Employment Security Department (another WorkFirst program partner). The King County Assessment Center and Department of Public Health also will be located in the building.

DSHS also partners with the Highline School District to operate the New Start program.
  New Start includes an alternative education center and an outreach program to teens and young adults who have been arrested, are struggling in school, or have other characteristics that put their futures at risk.

Annie E. Casey Foundation/Making Connections – Seattle/King County http://www.mcskc.org
The Annie E. Casey Foundation was established in 1948 with the goal of improving the lives of disadvantaged children and families within the United States. The mission of the Foundation is “to foster public policies, human service reforms, and community supports that more effectively meet the needs of today's vulnerable children and families.”
 

The Foundation’s Seattle/King County Making Connections initiative, located in White Center, functions as an intermediary between public, private and non-profit agencies. The core premise of the initiative is that a child’s future is improved when his or her family is connected and supported through community, economic opportunity and necessary services. 

Making Connections works with families, local service providers and businesses to help community members identify needs and design programs to meet those needs. The initiative’s self-help focus allows the citizens of White Center to play an active role in the decision-making process within their community. Making Connections and its partners provide support for start-up costs related to organizing, technical assistance, leadership development and data collection.

White Center Asset Building Coalition(WCABC)/United Way King County
The White Center Asset Building Coalition (featuring representatives from United Way King County, Annie E. Casey Foundation, IRS, ACORN) provides free tax assistance, financial planning, and asset development to low-income families in order to help families and individuals to break the cycle of poverty. Tax preparers work with immigrant/refugee groups and other families to maximize refunds using the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit. Additionally, the United Way’s Individual Development Account program works with clients to teach them how to save for a house, education or small business development.
 One of the WCABC’s goals is to build family assets to bring resources back into White Center.

White Center Resident Leadership Council
The membership of the 50-member Resident Leadership Council represents a diverse group of residents, business owners, youth, and seniors within White Center. Members have both formal and informal leadership ties to the community. The RDL recommends program design and strategy implementation within the community.
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