Chin 395: Language – Exploration Seminar in Chengdu, China

University of Washington Exploration Seminar – Summer 2008
Language and Culture-Making the Connection

Program Director: Liping Yu  (Lyu@u.washington.edu)
5 Credits. Aug 25-Sept.17, 2008
http://courses.washington.edu/uwsu/
Description of Course
Language is culture and culture is language.  This trip will certainly complement the language classes that are offered at UW. To immerse our students in Chinese culture in a structured way, our seminar consists of three major parts: cognitive instruction in Chinese culture, field trips related to the lectures, and language classes.  There are 7 cultural lectures that will touch a wide variety of topics of China. The topics will include Chinese education,   traditional Chinese medicine, culinary art, traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy, Chinese ethnic groups, and environmental protection in China.  In the field trips we will be visiting Chinese elementary and middle schools, going to Chinese temples, visiting Chinese hospitals, making Chinese food, visiting art museums, gathering together with minority groups in Guangxi.  All these lectures are taught by professors from Guangxi Normal University and the field trips will be led by faculty from UW and Guangxi Normal University.  The language classes will be taught by Liping Yu, the Chinese lecturer from UW, and local teaching faculty.  Students will be put into different language classes according to their language proficiency.  
The program/course involves extensive travel, interaction with local students and teachers, some language instruction, and a significant variety of extracurricular cultural activities. Most learning will take place outside of a traditional classroom environment and will take the form of a facilitated independent study where students are given the means and resources to pursue collective and individual inquiry into a cultural aspect of Chinese culture.
Course Objectives
A central and overarching objective of the course is to expose students to the people, places and cultures of China, and to have an exciting and safe, as well as fun and educational individual and group experience. Students will sign a language pledge which will make sure that they use their Chinese language skills to its full extent while in China.
Evaluation
Participation 




= 40%

Language 




= 25%  

Journals 




= 10%

Individual presentation, or paper
 
= 25%

Total 





= 100%

Assignments
Participation: 40%
Participation – broadly speaking – comprises the majority of your evaluation and grade. Please read this carefully and make sure you understand what participation means in the context of this course, and how it factors into grading. This “course” is also a “program” and as such it will be different than typical campus-based classes in many ways. The boundaries between “in-class” and “out-of-class” time and activities will often be blurred, and many new and different requirements will apply to program participants outside of what would normally be perceived as “class time” and “course assignments.”
For the purposes of this program and student evaluation, participation encompasses the following:

· Attitude (10) – living, traveling and studying intensively with a group requires a positive attitude and energy. In this course students will not be able to ‘disappear in the back of the classroom’ and expect to succeed. You are expected to have an open mind and flexibility with respect to places, people, customs, conditions and ideas that may be new and challenging to you. For many students, this will require both intention and effort. You will benefit in this area by demonstrating a level of consciousness, generosity, sensitivity and general maturity with respect to those around you throughout the program.
· Attendance & Contribution (10) – Attendance means physical and mental presence: being both present in mind and body, beyond simply showing up. You are expected to demonstrate active listening and inquiry. Students are expected to eat, drink and sleep responsibly so that you can be present and participating in every sense. Because of the intensive and exploratory nature of this program, participation includes the expectation that all students will contribute to our academic activities through commentary and questions, active teamwork, and contributing knowledge and skills to the overall group effort and experience, both in and out of “class” time.   
· Collaboration  (10) – students are expected to work collaboratively with fellow students, the program director and other program contributors, whether during a class-related activity, or during other program events and travel. Living and traveling successfully in a large group depends on everyone in the group working as a team, and at times putting the needs and preferences of the group and others ahead of your own.
· Cultural Sensitivity  (10) – on this program you will be a visitor and guest in countries, towns, homes and cultures other than your own. You will be living, studying and traveling in places with different political and religious views, different socio-economic dynamics, and historical (and ongoing) controversial relationships with the United States. You will also be traveling among a large and conspicuous group of North Americans. For these and other reasons, being a responsible, conscious and sensitive traveler and guest is critical. We will talk more as a group about what this means, and how it will factor into your overall participation grade.
Language: 25%  
Students will be attending a language class at their level and there will be quizzes, oral presentation, individual session and tests for the language.  


Journals 10%
A reflective account of your exploration is to be kept and updated throughout the course. There are no specific guidelines, although you should try to focus on your learning experience both within and beyond the context of the subject of the course, meaning a mix of the academic and cross-cultural. Your journal may additionally be mixed with accounts of daily life and personal commentary. This required journal should be your experiences, impressions, reflections that relate to your academic and cross-cultural experiences abroad.

You are expected to include at least 15 journal entries, of approximately one standard written page. These will be reviewed (but not read) at the end of the course. There is no length limit. You may complete your journal in any format you like: a written journal, electronic blog, etc. 

Individual Paper and  Presentation: 25%
The purpose of this assignment is two-fold:

1) to demonstrate knowledge of your individual topic

2) to teach fellow students in-depth information about your individual topic. 


Each student will be expected to present their individual research findings to the entire group in the form of a paper or presentation, and should be viewed as a teaching opportunity; it is a chance to teach your classmates (and instructor) what you have learned independently of the group. This will be based on your own research question and individual inquiry throughout the program. As stated above, the core expectations are that you can demonstrate a deeper learning with respect to your individual topic and teach/transmit that your research findings and perspectives to the class.
Your program director, lecturers and site visit hosts will be available for you to discuss your question throughout the program. It is your responsibility to take the initiative to go beyond what is presented as general information to the group, and pursue deeper and more focused inquiry into your question. You are encouraged to check in with your program director from time to time to discuss and seek approval for your topic, review your research progress and check in on your paper or presentation preparation.

Presentations should be well organized and thought out, and provide a summary of the information gathered on individual research topics. They should not be a recap of information collectively received by the group, but rather individual findings on students’ specific topics through independent research, interviews and pertinent information gleaned from site visits. Handouts and presentations are welcome but not required. The point is to demonstrate what you have learned on your own, and to leave fellow students with a good, succinct sense of your overall answer to the research question you have chosen.
Presentations should be from 8 minutes (minimum) to 12 minutes (maximum).  
Presentation will be done on Sept. 14. 
Papers should be 5-7 standard, typed, double-spaced pages. It should be  a written form of your oral presentation.   The due date will be Oct. 1, 2008. Send to Yu laoshi (Lyu@u.washington.edu) as a word document.
Credits

Students may receive credit for either CHID 472 or Chin 395.    5 credits will be awarded for summer quarter, and students may choose upon completion of the course which credits they would like to receive. 

Other

Students are bound by the UW Student Conduct Code while participating in any UW Study Abroad Program, and are subject to local laws in the countries visited. For more information, see the links below:

· http://www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html
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