ESRM 458, Management of Endangered and Threatened Species

2008 Midterm

Name:______________________________

Provide a hard copy of your answers to Professor Marzluff (Anderson 123E) by 5pm, Nov. 6.

This year’s exam centers on one species, the gray wolf (Canis lupus), and its listing, delisting, and relisting as a threatened species.  I expect you to answer the following questions after consulting your notes, EVERY paper you were to have read thus far in the class, and http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/mammals/wolf/.  This URL has links to all the legal proceedings and federal register announcements you will need to understand the issues and thoughtfully address the questions.  In your answers I expect to read, concise, well reasoned essays with liberal citations of the primary literature.
1.  (20 pts; 1 page maximum-double spaced, 12pt font, 1”margins) Why was the gray wolf delisted in Feb, 2008?  Comment on the ESA mechanisms for delisting and the specific issues for this species.

2.  (50 pts; 7 page maximum, style as above) Why was the gray wolf relisted in Oct, 2008?  Include comments on:


The purpose of the ESA


Lawsuits and the ESA


Arbitrary and capricious decision making


Genetic exchange, metapopulations, and DPS determinations


Population viability


10(j) status


Recovery goals and criteria


Managing “recovering” populations

3.  (25 pts; 3 page maximum, style as above) Prepare comments on 72 FR 6106 for the USFWS’ reconsideration of delisting.  Remembering your audience, comment generally on how you feel about the Montana District Court’s decision to relist the species and then, at a minimum address points (1), (2), (5), and (7) from their announcement (see below). I am looking for a well articulated, persuasive argument with liberal citation of the scientific literature.  The points I refer to (1, 2, 5, 7) are reprinted here from the federal register announcement.

We (USFWS) intend that any final action resulting from this proposal will be as accurate

and as effective as possible. Therefore, we hereby request data, comments, new

information, or suggestions from the public, other concerned governmental agencies, the

scientific community, Tribes, industry, or any other interested party concerning this

proposed rule. We particularly seek comments concerning:

(1) Whether it is appropriate or necessary to revise our recovery goal (described

below) to clarify that the genetic exchange called for can be satisfied through either

natural migration or managed genetic exchange.

(2) What additional management, protections, and regulatory mechanisms may be

needed to facilitate genetic exchange (including both natural migration and managed

genetic exchange) including the actions outlined in the draft memorandum of

understanding regarding the protection of genetic diversity of NRM gray wolves

(available online at: http://westerngraywolf.fws.gov).

(5) If we determine that Wyoming’s State law and State wolf management plan

do not constitute adequate regulatory mechanisms, the area in northwestern Wyoming

that is a significant portion of the range of the NRM DPS that should retain its

nonessential experimental population status under section 10(j) of the Act, even if we

determine the rest of the DPS should be delisted.

(7) Whether and under what authority the Service may identify and designate a

DPS within a broader pre-existing listing and determine that this DPS should be removed

from the endangered species list.
4.  (5 pts) Submit your comments to USFWS via www.regulations.gov and show me the confirmation of this submission.

