




 
A little history on the author (by Molly Odell): 

Ivan Veniaminov was a Russian Orthodox priest born and educated in Russia.  He 
lived in the village of Unalaska (also called Unalashka, Oonalashka, or Dutch Harbor) on 
the Island of Unalaska in the Eastern Aleutians between 1824 and 1834.  He learned the 
Aleut language, created the first Aleut-Russian dictionary, and was able to collect 
valuable ethnographic information on the culture of the Aleuts. 
 
A little history on Alaska and the Aleutians: 

The first European explorers in Alaska were Russian fur traders who “discovered” 
the Aleutian Islands in 1744 in search of sea otter pelts.  Alaska was then claimed as a 
Russian territory.  Russian fur traders did not have a major presence in the Eastern 
Aleutians until the 1780’s at which time they began to enlist (or enslave) the help of the 
Aleuts for sea otter hunting.  Aleuts were governed by the Russians and were settled into 
more permanent villages and were converted to the Russian Orthodox faith.  The culture 
of the Aleuts had therefore undergone much change by the time Veniaminov was 
interviewing them about their pre-Russian contact customs.  Veniaminov sought to 
preserve the amazing knowledge and ingenuity that had allowed the Aleuts to thrive in an 
isolated, harsh environment for thousands of years. 


















	vencover.jpg
	venmap.jpg
	historyVen.doc
	ven.jpg
	ven 001.jpg
	ven 002.jpg
	ven 003.jpg
	ven 004.jpg
	ven 005.jpg
	ven 006.jpg
	ven 007.jpg

