Mosquito-borne Zoonoses
Objectives:

1. Understand the potential role of mosquitoes & other dipteran vectors in spreading viral, bacterial and protozoal diseases.

2. Understand the definitions of “host” that are unique to vector-borne zoonotic diseases.

3. Understand the ecology of West Nile virus (WNV) & other members of the Japanese encephalitis serocomplex (Flaviviruses) in relation to their vector and reservoir hosts. 

4. Identify epidemiologic features of infection with WNV.

5. List environmental changes that may result in increasing importance of mosquito-borne zoonotic diseases.

Questions:
1. What seems to be the most likely way that WNV was introduced into the U.S.? Provide support for your hypothesis. How might you determine where it came from?
2. Define the following terms: bridge vector, amplifying host and dead-end host.
3. How is disease caused by these viruses usually diagnosed?

4. What are the epidemiologic features of infection with these viruses?

5. What are the predictors of human WNV illness?
