Prion Diseases

Objectives:

        a.   Have an understanding of the prion hypothesis, the nature of transmission of prionopathies, and know a few examples of animal and human transmissible spongiform encephalopathies.

b.  Recognize that while all prion diseases share the same basic mechanism there are significant species differences in susceptibility and transmission efficiency. 
        c.  Understand that Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD), variant CJD (vCJD), and bovine spongiform encephalopathy ("mad cow disease") are separate and distinct diseases.

        d.  Understand the basic clinical and epidemiologic features of CJD, and how vCJD differs.

        e.  Have a basic understanding of the epidemic of bovine

spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), and the relationship of BSE to vCJD.
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Questions:
        a.  Do you think that this study supports the association of beef consumption as a primary risk factor for development of vCJD?

        b.  The authors list a variety of limitations of their study. Do you think the authors took adequate measures to address the limitations in their study design?  Are there other measures that they could have considered?

        c.  Are there other ways that the question of risk factors for vCJD may be addressed?

