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World-Wide Volkswagen:  Strategic Thinking

Why did the parties litigate the personal jurisdiction issue in WWVW all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court?  Why did plaintiffs want to keep Seaway and Worldwide VW as defendants in the case?  Read and think through Yeazell, pp. 127-129, note 3 and be prepared to explain how the plaintiffs were thinking strategically about the interaction of personal jurisdiction and subject matter jurisdiction when they decided who to name as parties in the lawsuit.  

Evi  Fkiaris, Corey Fitzpatrick
World-Wide Volkswagen and Asahi:  The Mystery Caption

What the heck is up with those captions?  It’s a mystery!  Why is the Superior Court listed as respondent?  Be a sleuth and enlighten us all.   Kathryn Elliott (WWVW), Bobbie Edmiston (Asahi)
Asahi Metal Industry Co. v. Superior Court

When you read a court decision in which the court is badly split, with different justices joining different parts of the court’s opinion, you have to count the votes carefully in order to understand the holding of the case.  (See Yeazell, pp. 135-6, note 1.) This is true in Asahi Metal Industry Co. v. Superior Court and it’s true in a case we’ll study next week, Burnham v. Superior Court.  So tomorrow we’ll spend a few minutes counting votes by assigning students to play the parts of the justices.  If you are assigned to a non-speaking role as a Justice, figure out what parts of the opinion you joined, and be prepared to line up with Justice O’Connor for the parts of the opinion you agree with.  If you have a speaking role, be prepared to explain what the options were for the rule choice in this case, what option you favored and why, based on the key points in your opinion.  You may consult with your law clerk, if you get stuck, but you must do the speaking.  If you are a law clerk, be prepared to assist your judge and make her or him look good. Assignments are as follows:

Justice O’Connor



Kristen Dietz




(speaking part:  identify the rule choice options and the key points made in each part of the majority opinion)
Law Clerks to Justice O’Connor

Alyssa Vegter, Ali Tarbox, Karen Takishita
The Chief Justice (Rehnquist)


Will Rasmussen
Law Clerks to Chief Justice Rehnquist
Shaohui Jiang, Jessica Belskis
Justice Brennan



Erin Curtis
(speaking part:  which parts of the majority opinion do you agree and disagree with, and why?  What rule choice option would you favor?)
Law Clerks to Justice Brennan

Emma Scanlan, Susannah Carr, 

Amanda Carr


Justice White




Lee Overton
Law Clerks to Justice White


Demetri Heliotis, Tristia Bauman
Justice Marshall



Anthony Milewski
Law Clerks to Justice Marshall

Chris Heaps, Bob Allisaon
Justice Blackmun



Mari Matsumoto
Law Clerks to Justice Blackmun

Anne Hawkins, Andy Braff
Justice Powell




Rhiannon Lockwood
Law Clerk to Justice Powell


Adam Grupp

Justice  Stevens



Karla Compton
(speaking part: which parts of the majority opinion do you agree and disagree with, and why?)
Law Clerks to Justice Stevens


Brandon Leblanc, Daniel Koob, 

Bokyoung Kim

Justice Scalia




Nikolai Lesnikov
Law Clerk to Jstice Scalia


Greg Gabriel
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