CRITIQUE OF THE TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS

· It is not a tragedy of the commons, but rather a tragedy of the commoner, displaced from the ancestral common lands.

· Hardin is wrong to assume that utilitarian values are universal; they clearly are not.

· Many cultures have biocentric or ecocentric values that emphasize subsistence level use of commons resources.

· These values impose serious sanctions on over-use of the commons.

· So, Hardin is wrong in assuming that the commons is unregulated or open-access.

· True (historical) commons are:

· Closed-access and not open-access (only local people within the community can use the commons)

· Governed by cultural values, norms, and standards that control where, when, and how much is used

· Governed by the principle of usufruct – locals have the right to use the commons; but if they exceed limits imposed on use rights, then they lose their rights of usufruct

The oldest property regime in the world, common property is also the most sustainable from an ecological and cultural point of view.

