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* Marble Canyon, Kootenay National Park, B.C., Canada – 9/13/02 – Marlo Mytty

Species
Squashberry/Highbush cranberry, Viburnum edule (Michx.) Raf.

Range
Commmon throughout nothern North America. Throughout Alaska and across Canada to Newfoundland. Occurs south through New England, Great Lake states, and the Pacific Northwest. Populations also found in Idaho, Montana, North and South Dakota, Wyoming, and Colorado.

Climate, elevation
Mostly low to middle elevations. In B.C. from sea-level to 4900 ft.; but in Colorado 7000-9000 ft. Southern extent limited by high temperatures and low humidity. Restricted to wetter moisture regimes in dry climates.

Local occurrence (where, how common)
Moist woods or forests, forest edges, thickets, gravel or rocky banks and slopes , river bottomlands and terraces, lakes, streambanks, shorelines, and margins of wetlands, swamps, or bogs.

Habitat preferences
Moist, well-drained alluvial soils, sun (but mostly shade tolerant).

Plant strategy type/successional stage (stress-tolerator, competitor, weedy/colonizer, seral, late successional)
Important through all stages of succession. Important component of early, mid-seral, and climax postfire communities. Seed-banking species. Soil disturbance generally favors germination of stored seed. Root and stem sprouts after damage.

Associated species
White spuce, black spruce, paper birch, balsam poplar, quaking aspen, willows, alders, raspberries, currants, prickly rose (Rosa acicularis), ligonberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea)

May be collected as: (seed, layered, divisions, etc.)
Cuttings or seeds. Can reproduce by natural layering.

Collection restrictions or guidelines
Restrictions: Rare in South Dakota and on official watch list in Maine. Threatened in Michigan, New York, and Vermont. Endangered in Wisconsin.

Guidelines: Cuttings: collect mid-June or later after flowering. Seeds: collect mature fruits when they turn red. Fruits ripen August-October. Seeds are brown at maturity.

Seed germination (needs dormancy breaking?)
Most have embryo dormancy and some impermeable seedcoats. Requires 2-stage stratification to be broken. 3-5 months of warm moist stratification at 22 C followed by 3 months of cold moist stratification at 5 C.

Seed life (can be stored, short shelf-life, long shelf-life)
Last up to 10 years.

Recommended seed storage conditions
Clean, air-dried seeds in sealed containers at 1-3 C for long-term storage.

Propagation recommendations (plant seeds, vegetative parts, cuttings, etc.)
Vegetatively by cuttings – softwood best. Rhizome or hardwood cuttings also work. Cuttings 20 cm long and .5 cm in caliper. Rooting greatly increased by treating cuttings with IBA (Indole-3-butyric acid). Harden outside over winter, under insulating foam cover and snow. Seeding may be used. Either broadcast on prepared seedbeds and mulch with sawdust or sow with
drills and mulch with straw. Fertile, moist neutral-slightly acidic soils for germination. Seedlings and cuttings may require shading depending on location

Soil or medium requirements (inoculum necessary?)
Moist soils preferred. For cuttings, sand is good rooting medium.

Installation form (form, potential for successful outcomes, cost)
Seeds or seedlings from seeds or rooted cuttings.

Recommended planting density
No information

Care requirements after installed (water weekly, water once etc.)
Moist soils.

Normal rate of growth or spread; lifespan
Plant first produces fruits at 5 years of age, then in large quantities. Germination is normally delayed until 2nd growing season after ripening. No information about lifespan except perennial plant.
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