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Silver Bur
Ragweed

Ambrosia
chamissonis

Left photo courtesy of Doug Kern, via the Flickr photo storage website: http:/www.flickr.com/photos/35964890@N00/2482154/
Right photo courtesy of plant lists available from the Station Biologique d’Altitude de I'Universite Joseph-Fourier-Grenoble I in France:
http://www.ujf-grenoble.friJ AL/chili/plantes/liste.htm

Range

You can find this plant from central coastal California to British Columbia (10).

Distribution photo courtesy of USDA’s Plants Database: http: usda.gov/egi bi ics.cgi? =plant_profile.cgi, =AMBRO

Climate, Elevation

A. chamissonis can be found on west coast strand beaches and dunes from sea level to 50 meters in elevation (10). This plant will grow where there is between 20 to 100 cm
rainfall per year (5). A.chamissonis is a perennial, adapted to the Mediterranean climate of the Pacific Coast, characterized by wet winters and warm, dry summers.

Local occurrence (where, how common)

This plant is found exclusively on coastal strand beaches and dunes. (3). Is found on the leading edge of vegetation in these areas (8).
Habitat preferences

This succulent perennial plant will form large clumps in specifically dune and coastal dune systems (7). This plant tolerates full sun, salt, and sand (5).
Plant strategy type/successional stage (stress-tolerator, competitor, weedy/colonizer, seral, late successional)

This A. chamissonis is typed Stress Deciduous (5). I somewhat salt sensitive compared to plants it associates with. http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/html/botanytextbooks
Iworldvegetation/strand/fulltextonly.html

Associated species

A. chamissonis is a member of the coastal strand community on the immediate coast of California (5). Locally, this plant associates with species found on the Olympic coast (9).
May be collected as: (seed, layered, divisions, etc.)

Seed to produce container plugs (10).

Collection restrictions or guidelines

A. chamissonis blooms from July to November (3). Collect seeds from April 15" to December 30th — they drop off from the plant on their own when mature (10). Once
pollinated, the female flower will develop into a prickly brown bur with a single seed inside (7).

Seed germination (needs dormancy breaking?)

Cleaning these seeds is not required, but soak them in water for 24 hours, then cold stratify for 2 months, periodically checking seeds for radicle emergence. Sow in the soil type
indicated in “Soil or medium requirements”. Mix seeds with media and lightly cover with soil. A. chamissonis germinates best from February to May. Germination has been
lower in the summer months in a Marian County, California, greenhouse and overall percentage germinated was 50% 30 days after sowing (10). Better germination rates may
be achieved if you sow earlier in the year.

Seed life (can be stored, short shelf-life, long shelf-life)

Seed life unknown

Recommended seed storage conditions

Keep seeds dry and store in refrigerator (10)

Propagation recommendations (plant seeds, vegetative parts, cuttings, etc.)

In Marin County, California, seeds were germinated in a fully controlled greenhouse. They were then transplanted 30 days after germination to containers.
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Soil or medium requirements (inoculum necessary?)

In the previously referenced propagation procedure, seeds were sown in flats containing a mix of peat moss, perlite, major and minor nutrients, gypsum, and dolomitic lime.
After transplanting, they used a standard potting mix of peat moss, fir bark, perlite, and sand. (10). Prefers pH of 5 to 7 (5). Will grow in sand and sandy clay soils, as it was
planted for a project by the San Clemente Island Naitve Habitat Restoration Program in 2003 (6).

Installation form (form, potential for successful outcomes, cost)

Transplant to containers 30 days after germination — the plants will take about 1 month to establish (10)

Recommended planting density

Unknown

Care requirements after installed (water weekly, water once etc.)

A. chamissonis has low water requirements (2).

Normal rate of growth or spread; lifespan

Forms mats 1-3 m. across and 15-30 centimeters high (4).
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