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Plant Data Sheet: Bog Rosemary (Andromeda polifolia)

Range
Bog rosemary is a circumboreal species ranging from Alaska to Labrador, and south to Washington and
Idaho. It can also be found in northern and central Europe and northern Asia.>:!0

Climate, elevation

Bog rosemary prefers cool, temperate climates, and low to subalpine elevations of 6 to 1695 meters.4:0:8

Local occurrence (where, how common)
Bog rosemary may be found in Washington bogs, fens, and swamps.®

Habitat preferences

Bog rosemary prefers sun to light shade in the acid environment of bogs, fens, and swamps.®-

Plant strategy type/successional stage (stress-tolerator, competitor,

weedy/colonizer, seral, late successional)
N/A

Associated species

Bog rosemary may be found living among black spruce (Picea mariana), tamarack (Larix laricina), bog
birch (Betula pumila), leatherleaf (Chamaedaphne calyculata), bog laurel (Kalmia polifolia), large cranberry
(Vaccinium macrocarpon), small cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccus) wild calla (Calla palustris), wool fruited
sedge (Carex lasiocarpa), round leaf sundew (Drosera rotundifolia), cotton sedge (Eriophorumvaginatum),

purple pitcher plant (Sarracenia purpurea), and sphagnum moss (Sphagnum spp.).”

May be collected as: (seed, layered, divisions, etc.)

Bog rosemary may be collected as seed, cuttings, and divisions.’

Collection restrictions or guidelines
Sow bog rosemary seeds in February and March, collect cuttings in November and December, and collect
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divisions in early spring.!-’

Seed germination (needs dormancy breaking?)
To break bog rosemary seed dormancy, perform cold stratification for 1-2 months at 12°C. It has been
observed that seeds sown in June produce sporadic germination, whereas those returned to the cold then to

warm result in heavy germination.!-’

Seed life (can be stored, short shelf-life, long shelf-life)

Information on seed life was unavailable.

Recommended seed storage conditions
Information on seed storage conditions was unavailable.

Propagation recommendations (plant seeds, vegetative parts, cuttings, etc.)
Seeds and cuttings are recommended for the propagation of bog rosemary. Sown seeds can be planted after
two years growth. Softwood cuttings collected in November and December will take root within 4-5 weeks

or can be grown and then planted in about a year.!-2:3

Soil or medium requirements (inoculum necessary?)

Bog rosemary needs permanently moist, acid soil, so finely milled peat will work for sowing seeds.? For
cuttings use 8000ppm IBA-talc plus thiram.!

Installation form (form, potential for successful outcomes, cost)
Seedlings and cuttings are recommended installation forms for bog rosemary. Seedlings may be planted in
early summer once they reach 15c¢m in height, but they should overwinter in a greenhouse. Cuttings planted

in summer will take root in approxiamately 15 months.”

Recommended planting density
It is recommended that bog rosemary be planted at 24-36 inch (60-90 centimeters) intervals.!!

Care requirements after installed (water weekly, water once etc.)
Plant in permanently moist soil.2

Normal rate of growth or spread; lifespan
Bog rosemary reaches may reach 16 inches (40 centimeters) in height.?
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