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  Elliottia pyroliflorus 
Taxonomy 

Family Scientific Name: Ericaceae 

Family Common Name: Heath 

Genus: Elliottia 

Species: pyroliflorus 

Common Name: Copperbush 

Species Authority: (Bong.) S.W. Brim & P.F. Stevens 

Common Synonym 1 

 Genus: Cladothamnus 

 Species: pyroliflorus 

 Species Authority: Bong. 

Species Code as per USDA Plants Database: ELPY 

 

General Information 

General Distribution: E. pyroliflorus can be found in Southern Alaska, British Columbia west 

of the coast-cascade mountains, western Washington and northwest Oregon. 3  



Climate and Elevation Range: In British Columbia, the climate type is subalpine boreal and 

cool mesothermal. 3 E. pyroliflorus grows in a Pacific Maritime climate in saturated meadows 

and fields and around the edges of ponds and streams. 1 

Local Habitat and Abundance: This shrub grows in partial shade and in sandy or loamy, 

calciphile soils.1 In the subalpine biogeoclimatic unit of British Columbia, E. pyroliflorus was 

associated with Tsuga heterophylla, Chamaecyparis nootkatensis, Vaccinium ovatifolium, V. 

parvifolium, Rhododendron albiforum, Blechnum spicant, Tiarella unifoliata and Arnica 

latifolia. 2 

Plant Strategy Type: unknown 

 

Propagation Details 

Ecotype: unknown 

Propagation Goal: plants 

Propagation Method: seeds 

Product Type: containter 

Stock Type: unknown 

Time to Grow: unknown 

Target Specifications: unknown 

Propagule Collection: unknown 

Propagule Processing and Characteristics: unknown 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments: unknown 

Growing Area Preparation/Annual Practices for Perennial Crops: unknown 

Establishment Phase: unknown 

Length of Establishment Phase: unknown 

Active Growth Phase: unknown 

Length of Active Growth Phase: unknown 

Hardening Phase: unknown 

Length of Hardening Phase: unknown 

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping: unknown 

Length of Storage: unknown 

Guidelines for Outplanting/Performance on Typical Sites: unknown 



Other Comments: While some native plant nurseries do offer seeds, I couldn’t find 

information related to the propagation or production of E. pyroliflorus. This is shame as  

E. pyroliflorus is one of the few genera endemic to western North America. 4 It’s unusual 

copper-colored flowers are a lovely, delightful surprise around the bogs and ponds in our 

subalpine forests. 
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