Plant Propagation Protocol for Cerastium arvense
ESRM 412 — Native Plant Production

TAXONOMY
Family Names
Family Scientific Caryophyllaceae
Name:
Family Common Pink family
Name:
Scientific Names
Genus: Cerastium
Species: arvense
Species Authority: L.
Variety: var. velutinum
var. villosum
Sub-species: Ssp. arvense
ssp. fuegianum
ssp. maximum (occurs in Pacific Northwest, 6)
ssp. strictum (occurs in Pacific Northwest, 6)
ssp. velutinum
Cultivar:
Authority for (Raf.) Britt.
Variety/Sub- (Muhl. ex Darl.) Hollick & Britt.
species: (Hook. f.) Ugborogho
(Hollick & Britt.) Ugborogho
(L.) Ugborogho
(Raf.) Ugborogho
Common Cerastium arvense L. var. angustifolium
Synonym(s): Cerastium arvense L. var. latifolium
Cerastium arvense L. var. purpurascens
Cerastium arvense L. var. viscidulum
Cerastium arvense L. var. bracteatum
Cerastium arvense L. var. oblongifolium
Cerastium arvense L. var. webbii
Cerastium arvense L. var. villosissimum
Common Name(s): Common names from references It Is 2,3:
Field chickweed, field mouse-ear chickweed, starry chickweed, meadow
chickweed, prairie mouse-ear chickweed, starry grasswort.
Species Code: CEAR4




GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CEAR4

Grows from Alaska to California at high elevations and across most of
North America (4). Circumpolar, N to AK, YT and NT, E to NF and S
to NE, GA, NM and CA (5).

QPLANTS o

http://plants.usda.gov/java/county?state name=Washington&statefips=53&symbol=CEAR4

Ecological Moves in to or is used in regions as the first step at healing disturbed
distribution: areas (8).

Climate and Elevation is between 2-2562 meters, with an average of 1446 (5).
elevation range

Local habitat and Associated species are Adiantum viridimontanum and Silene scouleri
abundance; may ssp. Grandis that occurs on steep cliffs and talus slopes (6, 7).

include commonly
associated species | Grows well on rocky hillsides, cliffs, clearings, and in dry meadows (4).




Creates a low perennial border in any dry, rocky area (4).

Plant strategy type /
successional stage:

Weedy/colonizer (8).

Plant characteristics:

Following from resources 4, 10,11,12:

The species is a weedy annual. The leaves are opposite and entire. They
are linear to oblong and can be up to 3 cm long. They have fine hairs
and smaller leaves develop in axils of the stems of larger leaves. The
flowers develop in a flat top cluster from a stem that can grow up to 50
cm tall. The flowers have five sepals, five petals that are white, and
bloom from early spring to late summer, depending on elevation. Fruits
are round capsules that open at the tip with teeth and contain many
brown colored seeds.

PROPAGATION DETAILS
Ecotype:
Propagation Goal: Plants (12).
Propagation Method | Seed (4,9). Cuttings (4).
(Options: Seed or
Vegetative):
Product Type: Sow the seed in spring in a cold frame. At harvest time the seedlings
can be put into individual pots or put in desired permeanent postion in
the summer (9).
Seed can be sown in containers or right in the ground in autumn or early
spring (4).
Basal cuttings can also be used to propagate species. They need to be
made in the summer and near the branched crown on the plant (4).
Stock Type:
Time to Grow: 4 weeks (12).
Target
Specifications:
Propagule
Collection:
Propagule
Processing/Propag

ule Characteristics:

Pre-Planting
Propagule
Treatments:

The following is from reference 12:

No stratification or cold temperature needed to get high germination.
The longer and colder the storage of the seeds the lower the germination
percentage. Put in warm treatment in a greenhouse with 65-70°F night
temperature and 70-85°F day temperatures.

Growing Area
Preparation /
Annual Practices
for Perennial

The plants need full sun but can tolerate light shade. The soil media
needs to drain well and can be rocky or sandy (4).




Crops:

Use sterile, inorganic soil mix that is kept cold (2-6°C) for 12 weeks

(12).

Establishment Phase:

Length of
Establishment
Phase:

Active Growth
Phase:

Length of Active
Growth Phase:

Hardening Phase:

Length of Hardening
Phase:

Harvesting, Storage
and Shipping:

Length of Storage:

Guidelines for
Outplanting /
Performance on
Typical Sites:

Other Comments:
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