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TAXONOMY 
Family 

Names 
 

Family 
Scientific 
Name:  

Equisetaceae (2) 

Family 
Common 
Name:  

horsetails 

Scientific 
Names 

 

Genus:  Equisetum 
Species:  hymale 
Species 

Authority:  
Linnaeus (1) 

Variety:  ‘affine’ is the only variety of North America (3) 
Sub-species:   
Cultivar:   
Authority for 

Variety/Sub-
species:  

Engelman (1) 

Common 
Synonym(s)  

- 

Common 
Name(s):  

scouring rush, common scouring rush, scouringrush horsetail, Dutch rush, rough 
horsetail, fall scouring rush, winter scouring rush (1)(2)(4)(5)(6)(7)(9) 

Species Code:  EQHY (1) 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Geographical 
range  

f Alaska to Baja California (8) Uncommon north of 51 N. (2)  
                   Transcontinental in N America. (6)(10) 



 
        (1) 

 
(1) 

 
 

Ecological 
distribution: 

Forested wetland, roadsides. (7) Common in moist and wet sites, along streams 
and rivers, and in disturbed areas. Grows on open, sunny sandbars and shady 



alluvial forests. (2) 
Climate and 

elevation 
range 

Shade tolerant-intolerant, submontane-montane. (6) Low to mid elevations. (2) 
Boreal, temperate, cool semiarid, mesothermal, and tropical climates. (6) 

Local habitat 
and 
abundance: 

Grows in large communities and can form large colonies over time, but not very 
aggressive. (7) (5) 

Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage  

Colonizes exposed mineral soils, broad-leaved forests, non-forested early seral 
communities, floodplains and stream edges, indicates fresh and moist soils. (6) 

Plant 
characteristic
s  

Perennial herb with hollow, evergreen, unbranched stems. 2.5 cm long persistent 
spore bearing cone at end of stems. 20-150 cm tall, 4-14 mm thick stems with 
black bands containing dark brown to blackish teeth. (7) (2) 

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Ecotype  - 
Propagation 

Goal: 
plant 

Propagation 
Method: 

Easiest propagation is dividing rhizome clumps in late winter or early spring. Can 
probably be propagated by spores using methods similar to ferns. (5)(11) A small 
section of the rhizome can sprout a new plant (9) 

Product Type: Container/plug 
Stock Type:  no information found 
Time to Grow: no information found 
Target 

Specification
s: 

no information found 

Propagule 
Collection:  

no information found 

Propagule 
Processing/ 
Propagule 
Characteristi
cs:  

no information found 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments: 

no information found 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial 
Crops: 

no information found 

Establishment 
Phase: 

no information found 

Length of no information found 



Establishmen
t Phase:  

Active Growth 
Phase: 

no information found 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase:  

no information found 

Hardening 
Phase: 

no information found 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase:  

no information found 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping: 

no information found 

Length of 
Storage  

no information found 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance 
on Typical 
Sites: 

Plant can be weedy and difficult to remove. Does not have any serious insect or 
disease problems. (1)(9) 
 

Other 
Comments: 

Not much information on the specifics of propagating Equisetum 
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