Plant Propagation Protocol for [Clinopodium Vulgare]
ESRM 412 — Native Plant Production

TAXONOMY

Family Names

Family Scientific Lamiaceae
Name:

Family Common Mint Family
Name:

Scientific Names

Genus: Clinopodium

Species: Vulgare

Species Authority: | L.

Variety:

Sub-species:

Cultivar:

Authority for
Variety/Sub-
species:

Common
Synonym(s)

Calamintha vulgaris (L.) Halacsy, non Clairv.

Calamintha clinopodium

Clinopodium vulgare L. var. neogaea (Fernald) C.F. Reed

Satureja vulgaris (L.) Fritsch

Satureja vulgaris (L.) Fritsch var. diminuta (Simon) Fernald & Wiegand

Common Name:

Wild Basil

Species Code (as
per USDA Plants
database):

CLVU

GENERAL INFORMATION




Geographical range
(distribution maps
for North
America and
Washington state)

QPLANTS S

Ecological
distribution
(ecosystems it
occurs in, etc):

Dry to wet disturbed areas in the lowland, steppe and montane zones"

This plant is native in the northern part of its range but may be introduced
from Europe in its southern range.""

Climate and
elevation range

Temperate, Sub-tropical areas' (Not frost tender)

Local habitat and
abundance

Wild basil grows well in Acid or Lime/Calcereous soils" Can colonize
open ground after disturbance and hold its ground well as long as it is




undisturbed."

Plant strategy type /
successional stage

Weedy colonizer

Plant characteristics
(life form (shrub,
grass, forb),
longevity, key
characteristics,
etc)

Clinopodium Vulgare is a native perennial forb that grows in a number of
different habitats. Although it is considered native to its northern range, it
may have been introduced from Europe in its lower range."

Wild Basil has pink to violet flowers that bloom from June to September.
Flowers are strongly bilobed, the upper petal being rooflike. The Calyx of
this plant is covered in white hair. Flowers are arranged on the leaf axils
up and down the square shaped stem. Distinctive Basil smell when leaves
are crushed. Stands 9-18” tall.'

PROPAGATION DETAILS

Ecotype:

Propagation Goal
(Options: Plants,
Cuttings, Seeds,
Bulbs, Somatic
Embryos, and/or
Other
Propagules):

Seeds, Cuttings

Propagation
Method (Options:
Seed or

Seed

Vegetative):
Product Type Container (Plug)
Stock Type:
Time to Grow Germination takes place within 2 weeks, ready to be outplanted late spring

(from seeding
until plants are
ready to be

or early summer, as long as they are protected from frost" Can be stored
in greenhouse for a year to allow adequate root development.*"




outplanted):

Target
Specifications
(size or
characteristics of
target plants to be
produced):

Well-established root system plug

Propagule
Collection (how,
when, etc):

Whole plant can be harvested when flowering begins in June. Allow
seedheads to dry on plants; remove and collect seeds"

Propagule
Processing/Propa
gule
Characteristics

Seeds can be stored if properly cleaned (very small)
2500 seeds per gram”

Pre-Planting
Propagule
Treatments:

Growing Area
Preparation /
Annual Practices
for Perennial
Crops:

Grow in cold frame or greenhouse until plants are large enough to be
outplanted. Plant singles with 9-12 in. spacing"”

Establishment
Phase (from
seeding to
germination):

Cover seed with very thin layer of soil""

Length of
Establishment
Phase:

2 weeks""

Active Growth
Phase (from
germination until
plants are no
longer actively
growing):

Transplant germinants into individual pots and continue growth in
greenhouse or cold frame until roots have developed enough to outplant

vii

Length of Active
Growth Phase:

Hardening Phase
(from end of
active growth
phase to end of
growing season;
primarily related
to the
development of
cold-hardiness




and preparation
for winter):

Length of
Hardening Phase:

Harvesting, Storage
and Shipping (of
seedlings):

Length of Storage
(of seedlings,
between nursery
and outplanting):

Guidelines for
Outplanting /
Performance on
Typical Sites

Must be protected from frost, sow in cold frame for springtime planting

Other Comments
(including
collection
restrictions or
guidelines, if
available):

Vulnerable to freezing, sow indoors before last frost or directly sow after
last frost.
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