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TAXONOMY 

Family Names  
Family Scientific 

Name:  

Cornaceae
1 

Family Common 

Name:  

Dogwood
4 

Scientific Names  
Genus:  Cornus 

Species:  unalaschkensis 

Species Authority:  Ledeb 

Variety:   

Sub-species:   

Cultivar:   

Authority for 

Variety/Sub-

species:  

 

Common 

Synonym(s)  

Cornus unalashkensis Ledeb.
1 

Common Name(s):  Western Cordilleran Bunchberry.
1
 Dwarf dogwood, Dwarf cornel, 

Bunchberry dogwood. 
4 

Species Code:  COUN 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range:  See above maps.  

Ecological 

distribution: 

Often occurs in moist forests, meadows, bogs, logs, and stumps.
4,9 

Climate and Low to fairly high elevations. 
4 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=COUN


elevation range 

Local habitat and 

abundance; may 

include commonly 

associated species 

 

Plant strategy type / 

successional stage:  

 

Plant characteristics:  Species is a shrub that grows 4 – 8” when mature. Leaves are oval and 

are present in bunches of 4 whitish leaves in a whorl on top. Blooms last 

from June through August. The fruit is bright orange-red.
4,6,9 

  

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Ecotype:   

Propagation Goal: Plants 

Propagation Method: Seed 

Product Type:   

Stock Type:   

Time to Grow (from 

seeding until plants 

are ready to be 

outplanted):  

12 months
10 

Target Specifications   

Propagule 

Collection:  

Seeds may be salvaged while the leaves are still on. Collect seeds from 

August to October.
4,8 

Propagule 

Processing/Propag

ule Characteristics:  

 

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments:  

If sown immediately, flesh does not need to be removed.
3,4

 Stored seed 

should be cold stratified for 3-4 months and then sown early in the 

year.
10,11

 

Growing Area 

Preparation / 

Annual Practices 

for Perennial 

Crops:  

The seeds should be sown ¼” deep in a sandy:peat (3:1) soil during the 

fall. Cover the seedbed with a layer of pine needle mulch and place in a 

cold frame, or protect with a seed cloth over winter.
2 

Establishment Phase:  Seeds slow to germinate, may germinate over 3 years.
2,10,11 

Length of 

Establishment 

Phase:  

 

Active Growth 

Phase:  

 

Length of Active 

Growth Phase:  

 

Hardening Phase:  

Length of Hardening  



Phase:  

Harvesting, Storage 

and Shipping:  

 

Length of Storage:   

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites (eg, 

percent survival, 

height or diameter 

growth, elapsed 

time before 

flowering):  

Plant in spring after the last frost. 
10

 May take up to 12 months for the 

plants to become fully rooted and growing well enough for outplanting.
10 

Other Comments:   
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