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TAXONOMY 

Family Names  
Family Scientific 

Name:  

Celastraceae 

Family Common 

Name:  

Bittersweet family 

Scientific Names  
Genus:  Euonymus 

Species:  Occidentalis 

Species Authority:  Nutt. Ex Torr. 

Variety:   

Sub-species:   

Cultivar:   

Authority for 

Variety/Sub-species:  

 

Common Synonym(s) 

(include full scientific 

names (e.g., Elymus 

glaucus Buckley), 

including variety or 

subspecies 

information) 

EUOC9 Euonymus occidentale Nutt. ex Torr., orhth. Var. 

Common Name(s):  Western Burning Bush, Western Wahoo 

Species Code (as per 

USDA Plants 

database):  

EUOC8 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range: Appears widely throughout California growing more scarce as you 

move northward. Euonymus occidentalis is considered “sensitive” in 

Washington.
1 



 
A: Euonymis occidentalis 

1 

 
B: Northernmost siting

1 

 

Ecological distribution 

(ecosystems it occurs 

in, etc: 

Redwood Forest, Mixed Evergreen Forest, Closed-cone Pine Forest, 

Yellow Pine Forest
2 

Climate and elevation 

range: 

0 – 6,562 feet
1 

Local habitat and 

abundance; may 

include commonly 

associated species 

This species prefers moist, wooded/forested areas and is sometimes 

found in grassy areas with some trees.  In Washington, this species is 

often found on fine sandy loam, silty loam, and silty clay loam soils.
3 

Plant strategy type / 

successional stage 

Late successional
 

Plant characteristics  Deciduous shrub 

 



(3) 

 A straggling shrub 7 to 16 ft (2 to 5 m) tall with non-hairy branches 

that have narrow, parallel, longitudinal lines, grooves, or streaks. The 

leaves are thin, oblong-lanceolate, serrate, acuminate, and 2 to 4 in. 

The flowers are in slender-peduncled, axillary, mostly 3-flowered 

cymes. The sepals are rounded. The petals are about ¼ in. (5 mm) long 

and greenish-and purplish-mottled to purplish-red. The anthers are 

transversely dehiscent and much longer than the filaments. The 

capsules are 3-lobed. A reddish-orange exterior coat covers the seeds.
3 

 

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Ecotype:   

Propagation Goal: Plants 

Propagation Method 

(Options: Seed or 

Vegetative): 

Vegetative (softwood cutting)
4 

or seed. 

Product Type: Container (plug)  

Stock Type:   

Time to Grow (from 

seeding until plants 

are ready to be 

outplanted):  

Roots in 6 weeks, grows rapidly after roots establish
4 

Target Specifications:   

Propagule Collection: Take cuttings from new growth in spring
4 

Propagule 

Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics: 

 

Pre-Planting Propagule 

Treatments:  

Make 4” cuttings from the tips of the new growth branches. Scrape 

bark from base of cutting and apply rooting hormone before planting
4
 

Growing Area 

Preparation / Annual 

Practices for 

Perennial Crops:  

Plant in trays using Intermittent Mist
4
 

Protect smaller bushes from rabbits and other herbivores by 

surrounding the bush with chicken wire if planting outside
5
 

Establishment Phase:  

Length of 

Establishment Phase:  

 

Active Growth Phase:   



Length of Active 

Growth Phase:  

 

Hardening Phase:  

Length of Hardening 

Phase:  

 

Harvesting, Storage 

and Shipping:  

 

Length of Storage:   

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites:  

Does poorly on very wet sites
6 

must ensure proper drainage. Stress 

tolerant in urban habitats, works well as a natural barrier.
6 

Other Comments:  In Washington, Euonymus Occidentalis is listed as “sensitive” by the 

E.P.A.
7
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