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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Lamiaceae,  (USDA) 
Common Name Mint Family, (USDA) 
Species Scientific 

Name 
 

Scientific Name  Agastache occidentalis (Piper) A. Heller, (1900) (Cronquist, Hitchcock 
and Ownbey), (USDA). 

Varieties  N/A 
Sub-species  N/A 
Cultivar N/A 
Common 

Synonym(s)  
Vleckia occidentalis Piper, Erythea (1898) (Cronquist, Hitchcock and 
Ownbey). 

Common Name(s) Western giant hyssop,  (USDA). 
Horse Mint (Hitchcock and Cronquist),  (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 

Species Code (as per 
USDA Plants 
database) 

AGOC 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range  Current USDA Distribution Maps: 

 Native   Introduced   Absent/Unreported 



  
 
Washington State Distribution: 

 
Ecological 

distribution  
Open, sunny slopes, and rocky ledges on eastern slopes of the Cascade 
Mountains  (Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Hitchcock and Cronquist),  
(Rugged Country Plants). 

Climate and 
elevation range 

Hardy down to zone 4, -34.4o C to – 31.7o C (All Things Plants), 
(Rugged Country Plants). 
 



Elevation ranges from mountain bases to higher elevations close to the 
sop of the Cascades. (Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Cronquist, 
Hitchcock and Ownbey). 

Local habitat and 
abundance  

Provides habitat for bees, butterflies, hummingbird (All Things Plants), 
(Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Rugged Country Plants). 

Plant strategy type / 
successional stage  

Drought tolerant perennial (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 

Plant characteristics  Forb/Herb, Subshrub,  (USDA).  
 
This plant grows from a woody crown (Robson, Richter and Filbert) and 
may be possible to propagate by division (All Things Plants), though no 
other specific information could be found. 
 
Flowers are aromatic, early to late summer blooms (Robson, Richter and 
Filbert), small, tubular, arranged in spike-like, whorled infloresence, 25 
mm or more thick, up to 15 cm long, terminal, above the foliage on calyx 
with two slight lips and 5 teeth (Frye, PhD and Rigg, A.M.), (Hitchcock 
and Cronquist),  (Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Rugged Country Plants). 
The upper lip of the corolla has 2 lobes and the lower has 3 lobes 
(Cronquist, Hitchcock and Ownbey), (Frye, PhD and Rigg, A.M.), 
(Robson, Richter and Filbert). Pink, white or lavender flowers (Rugged 
Country Plants) on pink to purple calyce (Robson, Richter and Filbert), 
four stamens with upper pair longer than lower, and 4 anthers (Hitchcock 
and Cronquist), (Frye, PhD and Rigg, A.M.).  
 
Four small nutlets form the fruit (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 
 
Leaves are green above and below (Frye, PhD and Rigg, A.M.), 
opposite, serrate, deltoid to ovate, 6cm long and 4 cm wide, 5 cm petiole 
(Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Rugged Country Plants), dense short 
hairs above and minute/fine pubescence below (Hitchcock and 
Cronquist),  (Robson, Richter and Filbert), (Rugged Country Plants).  

Other Comments  Deer and rabbit resistant, (All Things Plants). 
 
Cusick’s Giant Hyssop (A. cusickii) has similar colorings and habitat but 
grows at mid elevations in central Idaho, southeast Oregon and northern 
Nevada  (Robson, Richter and Filbert).  

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Propagation by Seed 

Ecotype  N/A 
Propagation Goal  Plants 
Propagation Method  Seed 
Product Type  N/A 
Stock Type N/A 
Time to Grow  N/A 
Target Specifications  N/A 



Propagule Collection 
Instructions  

Seeds can be collected in Fall and stored dry to plant in Spring or plant 
immediately and will germinate in spring  (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 

Propagule 
Processing/Propag
ule Characteristics  

N/A 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

N/A 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual Practices 
for Perennial Crops  

N/A 

Establishment Phase 
Details  

N/A 

Length of 
Establishment 
Phase 

N/A 

Active Growth Phase  N/A 
Length of Active 

Growth Phase 
N/A 

Hardening Phase  N/A 
Length of Hardening 

Phase 
N/A 

Harvesting, Storage 
and Shipping  

N/A 

Length of Storage  N/A 
Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 
Performance on 
Typical Sites  

Excellent for “rock garden, dry slope, or parking area,” requires full sun 
to light shade and well drained soil (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 
 
Mature plants are 1 – 2 ft tall and 2 ft wide, recommended 1 – 2 foot 
spacing (Rugged Country Plants) or also suited to 3-gallon pots with re-
pot every 2 – 3 years (All Things Plants). 
 
Requires good drainage (Robson, Richter and Filbert). 
 

Other Comments  Tolerates transplanting  (All Things Plants). 
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