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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Onagraceae

[1] 

Common Name Willowherb family
[1]

 

Species Scientific Name  

Scientific Name  Epilobium pygmaeum(Speg.) Hoch & P.H. Raven
[1]

 

Varieties Boisduvalia glabella (Nutt.) Walp var. camperstris 

(Jeps.) Jeps.
[3] 

 

Sub-species  N/A
[2] 

Cultivar  

Common Synonym(s)  Boisduvalia glabella (Nutt.) Walp. 

Boisduvalia glabella (Nutt.) Walp var. camperstris 

(Jeps.) Jeps. 

Epilobium campestre (Jeps.) Hoch & W.L. Wagner 

Oenothera glabella Nutt.  

Boisduvalia pygmaea (Speg.) Munz 
[3] 

Common Name(s) Smooth willoweed
[3] 

Smooth willowherb
[4] 

Smooth Boisduvalia
[3] 

Smooth spike-primrose
[3] 

Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database) 

EPPY4
[4] 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/EPPY4.pdf


Geographical range 

   
       North America

[4]
                     Washington

[4] 

Ecological distribution  Prairies, meadows, swamps, marsh, or any other 

nutrient rich soils
[5] 

Climate and elevation range Has been found to grow in a range of elevation from 0-

3500 ft. and is typically found in areas of moist to dry 

clay soils such as prairie mud flats, slough bottoms, 

and shores.
[6][7] 

Local habitat and abundance  Has been found in areas ranging from those fully 

exposed to the sun in a dry vernal ridge top pond with 

other plants including Psilocarphus brevissimus, 

Allium nevii, Polygonum aviculare, Pyrrocoma 

carthamoides. To shallow slough waters and along its 

bank in relative small populations.
[6] 

Plant strategy type / successional 

stage  

Considered to be a rare herb on its way to extinction 

that colonizes well in moist to drying, bare, clayey mud 

flats in prairie, slough bottoms, and along shores.
[3][6] 

Plant characteristics  Annual herb with latex stems ranging from 10-30cm in 

height. With opposite, linear leaves that are 2-8cm long 

and produce a bell-shaped cup yellow flower with 

cilliate teeth in June to July.
[5]

   

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  N/A

[8][7] [5]
 

Propagation  Seeds
[7] 

Propagation Method  Seeds
[7] 

Product Type  Grown from seeds in large containers
[7] [10] 

Stock Type Seeds
[7] 

Time to Grow  N/A
[5][8]

 

Target Specifications  Mature height ranges from 10-30cm with purple and 

pink flowers blooming from June-July.
[5]

  

Propagule Collection Instructions  N/A
[12][7] [5] 

Propagule Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  

N/A
[12][7] [5] 

 Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments  N/A
[8] [5] 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 

Practices for Perennial Crops  

N/A
[8][7] [5] 

Establishment Phase Details  N/A
[8][7] [5] 

Length of Establishment Phase N/A
[8][7] [5]

 

Active Growth Phase  N/A
[8][7] [5]

 



Length of Active Growth Phase N/A
[8][7] [5]

 

Hardening Phase  N/A
[8][7] [5]

 

Length of Hardening Phase N/A
[8][7] [5]

 

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping  N/A
[8][7] [5]

 

Length of Storage  N/A
[8][7][5]

 

Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites  

N/A 
[8][7] [5]

 

Other Comments  This species has been increasing in rarity and coming 

close to extinction leaving very little information on 

seed propagation and storage.
[8][11] 
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