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USDA

TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Scientific Name ' Rosaceae
Common Name ' Rose

Species Scientific Name

Scientific Name >

Cercocarpus montanus Raf.

Varieties

None

. 1,4
Sub-species

Cercocarpus montanus var. argenteus
Cercocarpus montaus var. blancheae
Cercocarpus montanus var. glaber
Cercocarpus montanus var. macrourus
Cercocarpus montanus var. minutiflorus
Cercocarpus montanus var. montanus
Cercocarpus montanus var. paucidentatus

Cultivar

None

Common Synonym(s)

None

Common Name(s) *

Alderleaf Mountain Mahogany, Silver Mountain
Mahogany, Island Mountain Mahogany, Birchleaf
Mountain Mahogany, Klamath Mountain Mahogany,
Smooth Mountain Mahogany, Hairy Mountain
Mahogany

Species Code (as per USDA Plants

CEMO2




database) '

GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range '

-Western North America
-Found in Oregon and Wyoming, South to California
and Mexico

Ecological distribution

-Dry, rocky bluff or mountainsides
-Ridges, desert foothills, rocky outcrops
-Usually found on steep slopes

Climate and elevation range °

Semiarid; 1,000-3,000m

Local habitat and abundance ***

-This species is associated with chaparral, northern oak
woodlands, pine and mixed conifer forests, alpine shrub,
sagebrush and aspen

-Located in the Rocky Mountains, Wasatch Mountains
in Idaho, Roosevelt and White Rive National Forests in
California as well as all over the Northwest

-Abundant

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

-This species occupies well-drained coarse soils and
poorly developed sites

-Can tolerate early-seral site conditions and become
dominant in several climax communities

-CEMO?2 can fix nitrogen

Plant characteristics >**

-Shrub tree that is 1-7m tall, and mostly deciduous
-Leaves are simple alternate and 2 inches long
-Flowers are perfect and clustered in the axils of short
spur-like branches

PROPAGATION DETAILS
Propagation Goal > Plants
Propagation Method * Seed
Product Type *° Bare-root or container seedlings
Stock Type ** 2 year old bare-root or container seedlings

Time to Grow *°

2 years

Target Specifications *

-Seedlings grow slowly, and should be at least two years
old
-Height should be 1-2 inches after two growing season

Propagule Collection Instructions °

-Sow in autumn or late winter in a cold frame

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics °

-Seed dormancy is physiological dormancy
-Seeds lose viability in dry storage after 5-7 years
-Seed density N/A

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments
2,6

-Seeds require 1 to 3 months of cold stratification
-Germinate seedlings on moist filter paper after at least 1
month of stratification

-Germination occurs at 22-27 degrees Celsius

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops®

-Adequate moisture in soils is important
-Seedlings are vulnerable to frost and drought and




should be grown indoors or in a greenhouse

-Seedlings prefer mesic conditions and soil with a large
litter layer or dark soil with a large amount of organic
material

-Seedlings should be shaded for the majority of the day

Establishment Phase Details >

-Seeds should be watered frequently
-Soil salts will encourage growth and establishment

Length of Establishment Phase *

3-4 months; February to May

Active Growth Phase *’

-Seedlings grow slowly and must be at least 2 years old
before they are large enough to dig and use for potting

Length of Active Growth Phase *

18 months

Hardening Phase *

-Seedlings should be shaded and the use of soil salts
should decrease during the hotter months

Length of Hardening Phase **

August- November 3-4 months

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping **

-Seedlings can be harvested and potted after 2-3 years of
growing.
-Seedlings are not do not survive in long-term storage

Length of Storage **

3 months

Guidelines for Outplanting /
Performance on Typical Sites *

-No special planting techniques are needed for this
species other than normal procedures for any
transplanted material.

-Seedlings will start producing seeds after 8 years.

Other Comments >%°

There are many subspecies, and stratification varies
slightly for each. Some of the literature was
contradictory and experimental to find the best
propagation methods. There was not a large amount of
information for the species concerning propagation.
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