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North American Distribution   Washington State Distribution 

From the USDA Plants Database12 

TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Portulacaceae 
Common Name Purslane 
Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name  Montia diffusa (Nutt.) Greene 
Varieties   
Sub-species   
Cultivar  
Common Synonym(s)  Claytonia diffusa Nutt., with the species code CLDI6. 

Limnalsine diffusa (Nutt.) Rydb., with the species code 
LIDI7. 

https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/MODI3.pdf


Common Name(s) Spreading minerslettuce, spreading miner’s lettuce, 
branching montia 

Species Code (as per USDA Plants 
database) 

MODI312 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range  West of Cascades, from British Columbia to 

California8; See maps above for North American and 
Washington State distribution12 

Ecological distribution  Prefers moist forests and open woodlands in low 
elevation areas, but can be found in xeric soil. It can 
occur in sites disturbed by actions like fire and logging 
although it is uncommon4, 8. 

Climate and elevation range 260-880m8 
Local habitat and abundance  Found with Pseudotsuga menziesii, Tusga mertensiana, 

Sequoia sempervirens, and other species of similar 
characteristics. As it is fairly sensitive, this species is 
threatened by even light to moderate disturbance and 
common invasives like Canada thistle8, 10. 

Plant strategy type / successional 
stage 

Post-fire early successional ability recognized, 
although close relative C. perfoliata is a stronger 
colonizer of post-fire sites6, 10. 

Plant characteristics  Low-growing, vascular annual forb distinguished by 
small alternate spatula-shaped leaves9, and white to 
pink or purple axillary 5-parted flowers. Flowering 
occurs May to July. Fruits are small green capsules 
with black seeds8, 10. While the leaves are edible, one 
should be careful to keep from accumulating soluble 
oxalates that can be toxic7 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype   
Propagation Goal  Plants 
Propagation Method  Seed 
Product Type  Propagules 
Stock Type  
Time to Grow  1-2 months2  
Target Specifications  Erect stems at least 2 inches tall, and wider than is tall 

is the best indicator of maturity6, 7 
Propagule Collection Instructions   
Propagule Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  
 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments   
Growing Area Preparation / Annual 

Practices for Perennial Crops  
Compost or other rich root media will do well. Plant 
seeds in late winter or 4-6 weeks before the last spring 
frost2, 5  

Establishment Phase Details  Keep seeds well watered an in a well-lit area5  



Length of Establishment Phase 2-4 weeks5  
Active Growth Phase   
Length of Active Growth Phase  
Hardening Phase   
Length of Hardening Phase  
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping  
Length of Storage   
Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites  
Flowering occurs in May to July8, 10. Preferred growth 
measurements for mature plants is for the plant’s width 
to be twice as much as the height6, 7 

Other Comments  Listed as sensitive in Washington State8, 12, and 
considered rare in many areas1, 3. While the leaves are 
edible, one should be careful to keep from 
accumulating soluble oxalates that can be toxic7. 
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