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TAXONOMY 
Plant 

Family 
 

Scientific 
Name 

Fabaceae/Leguminosae (1) 

Common 
Name 

 

Species 
Scientific 
Name 

 

Scientific 
Name  

Astragalus australis 

Varieties   
Sub-species   
Cultivar  
Common 

Synonym(s)  ASAB Astragalus aboriginorum Richardson 

ASABF Astragalus aboriginorum Richardson var. fastigiorum M.E. Jones 

ASABG Astragalus aboriginorum Richardson var. glabriusculus (Hook.) Rydb. 

ASABL Astragalus aboriginorum Richardson var. lepagei (Hultén) B. Boivin 

ASABR Astragalus aboriginorum Richardson var. richardsonii (Sheldon) B. Boivin 



ASAUA2 Astragalus australis (L.) Lam. var. aboriginorum (Richardson) S.L. Welsh 

ASAUG Astragalus australis (L.) Lam. var. glabriusculus (Hook.) Isely 

ASAUL Astragalus australis (L.) Lam. var. lepagei (Hultén) S.L. Welsh 

ASAUM Astragalus australis (L.) Lam. var. major (A. Gray) Isely 

ASAUM2 Astragalus australis (L.) Lam. var. muriei (Rydb.) S.L. Welsh 

ASFO5 Astragalus forwoodii S. Watson 

ASFOW Astragalus forwoodii S. Watson var. wallowensis (Rydb.) M. Peck 

ASGLM Astragalus glabriusculus (Hook.) A. Gray var. major A. Gray 

ASLI7 Astragalus linearis (Rydb.) A.E. Porsild 

ASRI4 Astragalus richardsonii Sheldon 

ASSC12 Astragalus scrupulicola Fernald & Weath. 

ATAB Atelophragma aboriginorum (Richardson) Rydb. 

(1)  
 

Common 
Name(s) 

Indian Milkvetch (1) 

Species Code 
(as per 
USDA 
Plants 
database) 

ASAU4 (1) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  
North America, Europe, Northwest Asia (2) 



 
Ecological 

distribution  
Prairies, mountain meadows, rocky slopes (2) 

Climate and 
elevation 
range 

800-3120 m (2) 

Local habitat 
and 
abundance  

Prairies, mountain meadows, rocky slopes (2) 

High-elevation alpine zone on unstable talus or scree slopes, and ridges with a 
mostly southerly or westerly aspect; confined to gravelly to sandy soils rich in 
limestone. Associated vegetation is usually sparse, but may include juniper, 
white sagebrush, onion, spreading phlox, locoweed, Davidson’s penstemon, and 
littleleaf pussy-toes. On steep slopes this species is probably subjected to sliding 
and downhill creep. There is probably considerate frost heaving of soils, which 
may keep other species from establishing, thereby reducing competition. (6) 

Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage  

 

Plant 
characteristi
cs  

Perennial herb with stems 10-40 cm tall, soft-haired from woody, yellow 
rootstock. Leaves alternate, pinnately, compound, 7-15 leaflets, linear or 
narrowly lanceolate, 1-3 cm long, 3-6 mm wide, often hairy on both surfaces. 
Inflorescence is a narrow raceme, elongating towards maturity to about 15 cm. 
Flowers white or yellowish white, 6-10 mm long, keel purplish, shorter than 
wings which are notched. Fruit is a legume, 15-25 cm long, flat, hairless, long-



stalked. (2) 
PROPAGATION DETAILS  

Ecotype   
Propagation 

Goal  
Plant 

Propagation 
Method  

By seed: need to be scarified. A small percentage may germinate without 
stratification, but more germination occurs with 1 month of cold/moist treatment 
after scarification. (13) 

Product Type   
Stock Type  
Time to Grow  Comes up late summer. (12) 
Target 

Specificatio
ns  

 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

Can be wild harvested. (12) 

Propagule 
Processing/
Propagule  

Use a series of screens and indent cleaner, series of wheels with different size 
indents to clean seed. Clean by size, weight and color. Gravity deck does by size 
and weight, sift seeds out, seeds that are lighter float to top. Use 500 different 
sizes of screens on clipper mill or rice roller. On rice roller seed will stick to 
burlap like material. Can also use vacuum with screen, put in a can with the 
screen on top, vacuum the fluff off. (12) 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

Need to be inoculated but not difficult to germinate. Use stratification cold 
treatment to help germinate.  (11) 
Seed in flats, put through cold cycle, won’t germinate til it’s warm. (13) 

Growing Area 
Preparation 
/ Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial 
Crops  

Prefer sunny situation on dry soil. Substrate should be sandy or gritty soil. Grow 
out in green house, increase on one acre plot.  
Has to always be warm to get them to grow.  
Use fertilizer. (13) 
 
 

Establishment 
Phase 
Details  

Got early germination on root heat, pulled them to tube though and they died. 
Do early propagation on heat, don’t take them off heat. Direct seed and then 
transplant. (13) 

Length of 
Establishme
nt Phase 

 

Active 
Growth 
Phase  

Don’t usually grow, just do seed collection, tough one. Takes three years to 
grow from harvest seeding to finished plant. (12) 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase 

 

Hardening  



Phase  
Length of 

Hardening 
Phase 

 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

 

Length of 
Storage  

 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting 
/ 
Performanc
e on Typical 
Sites  

 

Other 
Comments  

Plain tribes used yellow root of this plant as a vegetable. (2) 
Rare plant. (4) 
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