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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Azolla Mexicana

1 

Common Name Mexican Mosquito Fern
1 

Species 

Scientific 

Name 

 

Scientific Name  Azolla microphylla Kaulf
1 

Varieties    

Sub-species   

Cultivar  

Common 

Synonym(s)  

Azolla Mexicana Schltdl. & Cham. ex C. Presl
1 

Common Name(s) Mexican Mosquito Fern
1 

Mexican Azolla
3 

Species Code (as 

per USDA 

Plants database) 

AZMI
1 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  

 

Ecological 

distribution 

 

Climate and 

elevation range 

 

Local habitat and 

abundance  

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Mosquito fern is found in distinct patches in North, Central and South 

America, as shown in the map above.
1
  

Plant strategy type 

/ successional 

stage  

It is aquatic and grows in shallow, still waters
2
, such as lake shores, ponds, 

and wet pastures.
3 

Plant 

characteristics  

 

 
 

 

It is an aquatic fern, and it is normally 1-2 cm in diameter with leaves that 

overlap. It has small structures in it that allow the plant to float, and 

reproduces by releasing spores into the water. It is distinguishable from 

other similar mosquito fern species by its small size.
2 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  

 



Propagation Goal  Other Propagules. It disperses spores that will eventually germinate into 
new plants. The spores may be transported by water currents, wind, or on 

animals.
4
 

Propagation 

Method  

Seed
3 

Product Type  Propagules
3 

Stock Type  

Time to Grow  Varies, spores will not germinate until there are optimal conditions for 

growth.
4 

Target 

Specifications  

 

Propagule 

Collection 

Instructions 

 

Propagule 

Processing/Propa

gule 

Characteristics  

 

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments  

 

Growing Area 

Preparation / 

Annual Practices 

for Perennial 

Crops  

The plant is sensitive to pH levels and requires low salinity.
2 

Establishment 

Phase Details  

 

Length of 

Establishment 

Phase 

 

Active Growth 

Phase  

 

Length of Active 

Growth Phase 

 

Hardening Phase   

Length of 

Hardening Phase 

 

Harvesting, 

Storage and 

Shipping  

 

Length of Storage  

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites  

 



Other Comments  The species is listed as threatened but there are no protection measures in 
place.

1 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype   

Propagation Goal  Fragmentation. The plants grow in connected clusters, and can break apart 

and multiply separately.
2 

Propagation 

Method  

Vegetative
2 

Product Type   

Stock Type  

Time to Grow   

Target 

Specifications  

Typically 1-2 cm in diameter.
2 

Propagule 

Collection 

Instructions 

 

Propagule 

Processing/Propa

gule 

Characteristics  

 

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments  

The plant is sensitive to pH levels and requires low salinity.
2 

Growing Area 

Preparation / 

Annual Practices 

for Perennial 

Crops  

 

Establishment 

Phase Details  

 

Length of 

Establishment 

Phase 

 

Active Growth 

Phase  

 

Length of Active 

Growth Phase 

 

Hardening Phase   

Length of 

Hardening Phase 

 

Harvesting, 

Storage and 

Shipping  

 

Length of Storage  

Guidelines for  



Outplanting / 
Performance on 

Typical Sites  

Other Comments   
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