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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Cyperaceae ​1 
Common Name Sedge ​1 
Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name Carex anthoxanthea​ J. Presl & C. Presl ​1 
Varieties N/A 
Sub-species N/A 
Cultivar N/A 
Common Synonym(s) N/A 
Common Name(s) Grassy-Slope Arctic Sedge, Yellow-Flowered Sedge ​2 
Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database) 
CAAN10 ​1 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range 

 



 
A circumboreal species.​5​ In North America, it is native 
along the coast of Alaska, British Columbia, and 
Washington.​2 

Ecological distribution Mainly coastal, growing in open areas on grassy slopes, 
and in wet meadows, bogs, and boggy forests.​3, 4 

Climate and elevation range Prefers moist, cool to cold environments and full sun to 
partial sun. Elevation range is low to middle (10 to 
1000m) ​5, 8 

Local habitat and abundance -Local distribution is limited to a solitary population in 
a thickly vegetated, open wet meadow at 850m in 
Grays Harbor County.​4, 5, 6 
-Listed as a sensitive species in the State of 
Washington.​2, 5 

-Associated species include ​Chamaecyparis 
nootkatensis, Salix scouleriana, Parnassia palustris 
var. tenuis, Athyrium filix-femina, Gymnocarpium 
dryopteris, Equisetum arvense, Carex spp., Arnica 
lanceolata spp. prima, Caltha leptosepala spp. 
howellii, and Delphinium glaucum​.​4, 6 

Plant strategy type / successional 
stage 

N/A 

Plant characteristics Perennial rhizomatous sedge growing 5-40 cm tall.​4, 9 
Flowers from June to August.​2, 4​ Sedges are generally 
wind-pollinated and capable of self-pollination.​7 ​In seed 
production fields,​ Carex spp​. tend to live about 4-5 
years when in full sun.​7 

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Ecotype N/A 



Propagation Goal Plants 
Propagation Method Seed 
Product Type Container (plug) 
Stock Type 10 cubic inch Conetainer 
Time to Grow 6-7 months 
Target Specifications A well developed crown and root system. Roots should 

fill the container but not be pot bound.​10 

Propagule Collection Instructions Seeds should be collected in the fall as seed heads turn 
from green to yellow. Use rice knives or pruners to 
collect the seed head and store in brown paper bag until 
fully dry.​7, 10​ ​Carex​ tends to mature uniformly within 
individual species.​7 

Propagule Processing/Propagule 
Characteristics 

-Seeds per pound is unknown. 
-Seed viability is unknown. 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments -Cleaning: Use a thresher or stationary combine to 
shatter seeds from heads, and then run through an 
air-screening machine to remove separate seeds from 
chaff.​7 

-Store seeds in cool (38F), dry conditions until ready 
for production.​10 

-Stratification: Dormancy is unknown. Many species of 
Carex​, but not all, have no dormancy period.​7 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 
Practices for Perennial Crops 

-Sow 2-3 seeds in 10 cubic inch. Conetainers filled 
with a high water retention soilless germination mix. 
Lightly cover seeds with germination mix or 
vermiculite.​10 

-Propagation environment: Greenhouse, 65-80F day/ 
60F night. Use of propagation domes and heating mats 
may increase germination timing and consistency.​10 

Establishment Phase Details -​Carex spp​. seeds generally need warm conditions and 
light to germinate.​7 
-Sow seeds in mid-spring.​7, 10 

-Time to germinate: Unknown 
-Thin seedlings to one per cell after first true leaves 
fully develop.​10 

Length of Establishment Phase 2-4 weeks ​10 
Active Growth Phase -After establishment, move plants to an area with full 

sun to partial sun and begin fertilizing with Fish and 
Poop Organic Fertilizer at a rate of 100-200 ppm 
nitrogen on a biweekly basis.​10 

-Late spring through summer.​10 
Length of Active Growth Phase 3-4 months ​10 
Hardening Phase Late summer through mid fall ​10 
Length of Hardening Phase 1-2 months ​10 



Harvesting, Storage and Shipping N/A 
Length of Storage N/A 
Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites 
-Outplanting survival rate: High ​7 

-Size at maturity: 30-40cm tall ​8 

-Plants will generally flower during the late summer or 
fall of the first year ​7 

Other Comments Much of the production related information in this 
document was extrapolated from similar wetland ​Carex 
spp. 
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