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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific 

Name 
Lamiaceae 
(USDA) 

Common 
Name 

mint 

Species 
Scientific 
Name 

 

Scientific 
Name  

Scutellaria lateriflora L.  

Varieties Scutellaria lateriflora L. var. lateriflora  
(USDA 2017) 

Sub-species  None found 
Cultivar None found 
Common 

Synonym(s)  
Scutellaria lateriflora L. var. lateriflora 
(WTU 2017) (USDA 2017) 
Cassida lateriflora (L.) Moench 
(Pfaf  2017) (Gleason and Cronquist 1991) 
 

Common 
Name(s) 

blue skullcap 
(USDA 2017) 
mad dog skullcap 
side-flowering skullcap 
madweed 
(WTU 2017) 
Virginia Skullcap 
(Pfaf  2017) 



Species Code  SCLA2 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Geographical 
range  

 
(USDA 2017) 
N. America - Newfoundland to British Columbia, south to Florida and Ontario. 
(Pfaf  2017) (Radford et al. 1968) (Wharton and Barbour 1971) (Gleason and 
Cronquist 1991) 
 

 
Both sides of the Cascades in Washington; occurring throughout North 
America. 
(WTU 2017) (Gleason and Cronquist 1991) 



 
Ecological 

distribution  
Habitats include moist sedge meadows, openings in floodplain woodlands, 
soggy thickets, swamps, bogs, seeps and springs, edges of vernal pools and 
ponds, moist depressions in limestone glades, and shaded areas of cliffs. In 
wooded areas, this plant benefits from any disturbance that reduces the density 
of woody vegetation; it is typically found in partially shaded wetland areas. 
(Mad-dog 2017)(Gleason and Cronquist 1991) (Radford et al. 1968) 
(Baskin and Baskin 1982) 
 
Alluvial thickets, meadows and swampy woods 
(Pfaf  2017) (Iverson et al. 2002) 

Climate and 
elevation 
range 

Low to moderate elevations (Gleason and Cronquist 1991) (Hedge et al. 2002) 
 
USDA Hardiness Zones 6-9 
(Pfaf  2017) 
 

Local habitat 
and 
abundance  

Moist bottomlands and meadows, low to moderate elevations. Abundant. 
(WTU 2017) (Gleason and Cronquist 1991) 
 

Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage 

Slow to aggressive spreader depending on environment 

Plant 
characteristic
s  

General: Perennial herbs from slender, creeping rhizomes, the stems rising 
singly, 2-8 dm. tall, usually puberulent in lines. 
Leaves: Leaves opposite, petioles 0.5-2.5 cm. long, the blades thin, pinnately 
veined, mostly glabrous, ovate or lance-ovate, 3-8 cm. long and 1.5-5 cm. 
wide, with rounded teeth and broadly rounded base. 
Flowers: Flowers in axillary racemes, or terminal on axillary branches, the 
racemes 2-12 cm. long; calyx two-lipped, the upper lip with a prominent 
transverse appendage, 1.5-2.5 mm. long; corolla blue, 6-8 mm. long, two-
lipped, the short upper lip hood-like, the lower 3-lobed, surpassing the upper 
lip, the center lobe large, the lateral lobes attached to the upper lip; stamens 4, 
the lower pair longer than the upper and with one of the pollen sacs abortive; 
style 2-parted; ovary 2-celled, superior. 
Fruits: Nutlets 4 
(WTU 2017) (Gleason and Cronquist 1991) (Radford et al. 1968) 
 
 

PROPAGATION DETAILS – SEED 
Ecotype  Northeastern North America 
Propagation 

Goal  
Plants (Crow 2000) 

Propagation 
Method  

Seed (Crow 2000) 

Product Type  Container (plug) (Crow 2000) 



Stock Type Quarter-gallon container 
Time to Grow  At approx. 6 weeks or when seedling has reached 2” tall seedlings can be up-

potted out of plugs into larger containers 
Target 

Specification
s  

varies 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

Unknown how wild seed is collected, seed available for purchase 

Propagule 
Processing/P
ropagule 
Characteristi
cs 

65,000 seeds per ounce 
("Scutellaria Lateriflora (Mad-dog Skullcap)." 2017) 
 

 
("Scutellaria Lateriflora (Mad-dog Skullcap)." 2017) 
 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

Stratify the seeds in the refrigerator for one week. Place seeds on a moist paper 
towel, put the paper towel in a zippered baggie, and place the baggie in the 
refrigerator set at 45 degrees Fahrenheit or slightly lower. 
Check on the seeds in the refrigerator periodically during the stratification 
period to ensure none grow moldy or dry out too much. 
(How to Propagate Skullcap." 2017) 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial 
Crops  

The preference is light shade to full sun, wet to moist conditions, and soil with 
abundant organic matter. Shallow rocky or gravelly soil is tolerated if it retains 
moisture during dry spells. 
(Mad-dog 2017) (Baskin and Baskin 1982) 
 
Suitable pH: acid, neutral and basic (alkaline) soils. (Baskin and Baskin 1982) 
Succeeds in a sunny position in any ordinary garden soil that does not dry out 
during the growing season.  
Plants are not so long-lived when grown in rich soils. (Pfaf 2017) 

Establishment 
Phase 
Details  

Start the seeds in a greenhouse (65F night 75F day temperature) in late winter 
to early spring. Do not cover the seeds. Seeds germinate in 2 weeks. Seedlings 
are small. Repot into 2 inch containers. Growing mix is 1:4 parts sand to 
commercial potting mix containing 40-50% of composted pine bark. Keep the 
medium always moist. (Crow 2000) 
 

Length of 
Establishmen

6-8 weeks (Crow 2000) 



t Phase 
Active Growth 

Phase 
Replant into a quarter gallon container filled with the same growing medium. 
Plants will flower 16-18 weeks after sowing. 
(Crow 2000) 
 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase 

10-12 weeks 
(Crow 2000) 

Hardening 
Phase  

unknown 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase 

unknown 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

unknown 

Length of 
Storage  

unknown 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance 
on Typical 
Sites  

Plant the seedlings into the garden or landscape in well-drained soil with 
organic matter. Skullcap grows best in slightly acidic (6.2 to 7.0 pH) soil, but 
grows in a range of soil types with good drainage. When planting, bury the 
roots and a couple of centimeters of the seedling stems in the soil and tamp the 
soil down firmly. A location with dappled shade is ideal. 
(How to Propagate Skullcap." 2017) 
 

Other 
Comments  

none 

PROPAGATION DETAILS – DIVISIONS 
Ecotype  Varies 
Propagation 

Goal  
Plants 

Propagation 
Method  

vegetative 

Product Type  Division 
Stock Type unknown 
Time to Grow  immediately 
Target 

Specification
s  

Size that can be immediately replanted and survive (How to Propagate 
Skullcap." 2017) 
 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

Divide in spring just before new growth begins. Select a healthy, mature plant 
that is sprouting new plants at either side of the central base. (How to 
Propagate Skullcap." 2017) 
 
 

Propagule N/A 



Processing/P
ropagule 
Characteristi
cs 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

Separate new growth either by cutting into the plant and roots with the sharp 
spade or hand trowel to divide the plant, or digging up the entire plant and roots 
and separating the new growth from the mature plant by pulling it apart with 
your hands. Place the newly separated plants into a bucket with a couple of 
inches of water in it to avoid stress and drying out of the plant. (How to 
Propagate Skullcap." 2017) 
 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial 
Crops  

The preference is light shade to full sun, wet to moist conditions, and soil with 
abundant organic matter. Shallow rocky or gravelly soil is tolerated if it retains 
moisture during dry spells. 
(Mad-dog 2017) (Baskin and Baskin 1982) 
 
Suitable pH: acid, neutral and basic (alkaline) soils. (Baskin and Baskin 1982) 
Succeeds in a sunny position in any ordinary garden soil that does not dry out 
during the growing season.  
Plants are not so long-lived when grown in rich soils. (Pfaf 2017) 

Establishment 
Phase 
Details  

Plant already established 
 

Length of 
Establishmen
t Phase 

Plant already established 
 

Active Growth 
Phase 

N/A 
 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase 

N/A 
 

Hardening 
Phase 

Hardening happens in the field at the end of the growing season 
 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase 

Varies  
 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

unknown 

Length of 
Storage 

unknown 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance 
on Typical 

Plant the newly separated plants in the garden or in pots, deep enough to 
accommodate the roots but not burying any foliage. Plant them at least six to 
12 inches apart. Tamp the dirt around the roots firmly, and water the plants 
with a weak fertilizer solution. (How to Propagate Skullcap." 2017) 



Sites 
Other 

Comments  
none 
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