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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Saxifragaceae1 

Common Name Alaska Saxifrage 

Species Scientific 

Name 

 

Scientific Name  Saxifraga razshivinii Zhmylev1 

Varieties  

Sub-species   

Cultivar  

Common Synonym(s)  Saxifraga davurica Willd. ssp. grandipetala (Engl. & Irmsch.) Hultén1 

Saxifraga davurica Willd. var. grandipetala (Engl. & Irmsch.) B. Boivin1 

Common Name(s) Alaska saxifrage1 

Species Code (as per 

USDA Plants 

database) 

SARA7 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range  Alaska, British Columbia, Yukon, Northwest Territories.1 

 
Image Source: USDA Plant Database1 

Ecological distribution  Occurs on alpine slopes, in tundra meadows, and along alpine stream 

banks.5 



Climate and elevation 

range 

Elevation 400-2000 m. 

Local habitat and 

abundance  

On alpine slopes they make up a small part of a diverse plant community 

of grasses and forbs.2 

Plant strategy type / 

successional stage  

 

Plant characteristics  Perennial1 rhizomatous forb with a basal rosette of ovoid leaves and 

flowers with white-purple petals. 5 

 
Image Source: Illustrated Flora of BC3 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  Upper sub-alpine zone, Karkonosze Mountains,Poland.4* 

Propagation Goal  Plants 

Propagation Method  Seed 

Product Type  Container 

Stock Type n/a 

Time to Grow  1-2 years6** 

Target Specifications   

Propagule Collection 

Instructions 

Collect seeds in fall when capsules turn brown and begin to split. 6** 



Propagule 

Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  

Hand clean seeds by rubbing capsules until seeds are extracted. 6** 

Pre-Planting Propagule 

Treatments  

Five months of outdoor cold, moist stratification followed by 4 months of warm 

temperatures. 6** 

Growing Area 

Preparation / Annual 

Practices for 

Perennial Crops  

Small containers filled with ½ MS medium. 4* 

Establishment Phase 

Details  

Keep cultures at 25oC. 4* 

Length of 

Establishment Phase  

It takes 3 months for seeds to germinate and reach 1.5cm in height. 4* 

Active Growth Phase   

Length of Active 

Growth Phase 

 

Hardening Phase  Gradually reduce irrigation in the fall, no irrigation during the winter. 6** 

Length of Hardening 

Phase  

4 weeks. 6** 

Harvesting, Storage 

and Shipping  

 

Length of Storage  5 months. 6** 

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites  

 

Other Comments  * Information is taken from a study of Saxifraga nivalis, a similar 

plant from Poland that also grows in alpine environments. 

** Protocols for Saxifraga bronchialis that seemed to be general for 

saxifrages 
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