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TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Scientific Name Asteraceae
Common Name Aster family
Species Scientific Name
Scientific Name Achillea alpina L.
Varieties None
Sub-species None
Cultivar None
Common Synonym(s) Achillea sibirica
Common Name(s) Chinese yarrow, Siberian yarrow, alpine yarrow
Species Code (as per USDA Plants

database)
ACAL17

GENERAL INFORMATION

https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/siberian-yarrow


Geographical range

(US Department of Agriculture, n.d.)
Ecological distribution Thrives in open woodland or woodland edges, such as

meadows, stream banks, or roadsides (Minnesota
Wildflowers, n.d.). Also occurs in shallow swamps or
other wet areas (Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, n.d.), or in sandy and dry areas (Plants For
A Future, n.d.).

Climate and elevation range Hardy at USDA zone 5 and higher, meaning it can
withstand winter temperatures above -20 degrees C
(Hardiness.zone, n.d.). Found at elevations of 100-600
m (Trock, 2020).

Local habitat and abundance

Found throughout Canada, including British Columbia
(US Department of Agriculture, n.d.).

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Insect-pollinated, but little else is known about the
species’ strategy (Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, n.d.).



Plant characteristics Monoecious, perennial herb. Distinguished from
Achillea millefolium (common yarrow) by its simple,
pinnatifid, incised leaves (Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, n.d.).

PROPAGATION DETAILS: Seed propagation
Ecotype No information available
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed
Product Type Not specified
Stock Type Seed
Time to Grow Approximately 9-10 months
Target Specifications Not specified
Propagule Collection Instructions No information found
Propagule Processing/Propagule

Characteristics
No information found

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments No information found
Growing Area Preparation / Annual

Practices for Perennial Crops
No information found

Establishment Phase Details Sow in spring or early autumn (Plants For a Future,
n.d.)

Length of Establishment Phase 1-3 months (Plants For A Future, n.d.)
Active Growth Phase No information found
Length of Active Growth Phase Approximately six months (based on recommended

time of individual potting up) (Plants For A Future,
n.d.).

Hardening Phase No information found
Length of Hardening Phase No information found
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping No information found
Length of Storage No information found
Guidelines for Outplanting /

Performance on Typical Sites
No information found

Other Comments Seedlings can be divided after approximately 12
months. Divisions can then be outplanted and will root
in approximately 3 weeks (Plants For A Future, n.d.).
No other detail about vegetative propagation was
available.

Very little information is available for the propagation of Achillea alpina/Achillea sibirica.
The following information applies to the Achillea genus, but is not specific to this species.
PROPAGATION DETAILS: seed propagation for Achillea millefolium

These species are in the same genus and have habitat overlaps and therefore similar ecological
requirements; the following information may apply to Achillea alpina.

Ecotype No information available
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed



Product Type Container (plug)
Stock Type Seed
Time to Grow 4 months
Target Specifications 10 cm in height, firm root system in the plug
Propagule Collection Instructions Collect seeds in the late summer or early fall. Remove

the entire inflorescence (Luna & Evans, n.d.).
Propagule Processing/Propagule

Characteristics
Clean with screens, hammermill, and fanning mill
(Luna & Evans, n.d.).

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments No pre-planting treatments are necessary, as seeds do
not enter dormancy (Luna & Evans, n.d.).

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Use a media mix of milled sphagnum peat, perlite, and
vermiculite with Osmocote controlled release fertilizer
and Micromax fertilizer (Luna & Evans, n.d.).

Establishment Phase Details Direct sow seeds in an outdoor greenhouse or nursery
facility (Luna & Evans, n.d.)

Length of Establishment Phase 3 weeks (Luna & Evans, n.d.).
Active Growth Phase Additional fertilizer was not necessary (Luna & Evans,

n.d.).
Length of Active Growth Phase 6 weeks (Luna & Evans, n.d.).
Hardening Phase Reduce irrigation in September and October. Irrigate

once with 10-20-20 liquid NPK fertilizer once before
plants enter dormancy.

Length of Hardening Phase 8 weeks (Luna & Evans, n.d.).
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping Harvest in June or July. Can be stored over the winter

in an outdoor nursery facility if covered by insulating
foam cover (Luna & Evans, n.d.).

Length of Storage 5 months (Luna & Evans, n.d.).
Guidelines for Outplanting /

Performance on Typical Sites
No information found. .

Other Comments None
PROPAGATION DETAILS: Vegetative propagation by division

General for Achillea genus
Ecotype No information found
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Vegetative
Product Type Bareroot
Stock Type Mature plant
Time to Grow No information found
Target Specifications No information found
Propagule Collection Instructions No information found
Propagule Processing/Propagule

Characteristics
Loosen the soil around the plant with a shovel. Divide
the plant as many times as necessary, while ensuring
that each division has three shoots (Miksen, n.d.).

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments Do not divide yarrow while flowering (Miksen, n.d.).



Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

No information found

Establishment Phase Details No information found
Length of Establishment Phase No information found
Active Growth Phase No information found
Length of Active Growth Phase No information found
Hardening Phase No information found
Length of Hardening Phase No information found
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping No information found
Length of Storage No information found
Guidelines for Outplanting /

Performance on Typical Sites
Replant divided plants at the same level as they were at
previously (Miksen, n.d.).

Other Comments No information found
PROPAGATION DETAILS: Vegetative propagation by root and stem

cuttings
General for Achillea genus

Ecotype No information found
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Vegetative
Product Type Plug (container)
Stock Type Mature plant
Time to Grow No information found
Target Specifications No information found
Propagule Collection Instructions No information found
Propagule Processing/Propagule

Characteristics
Cut 1.5-inch sections of root. (Reed, n.d.)
Separate foliage rosette from the base of the plant with
no attached root. (Reed, n.d.)
Take cuttings early in the spring when the plant is
showing new growth. (Reed, n.d.)

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments Add rooting hormone. (Reed, n.d.)
Growing Area Preparation / Annual

Practices for Perennial Crops
Use generic potting mix and a small container. (Reed,
n.d.)

Establishment Phase Details Pot up 1.5-inch sections of root 1.5 inches deep in a
small container. (Reed, n.d.)
Insert foliage cutting into media. (Reed, n.d.)

Length of Establishment Phase No information found
Active Growth Phase No information found
Length of Active Growth Phase No information found
Hardening Phase No information found
Length of Hardening Phase No information found
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping No information found
Length of Storage No information found
Guidelines for Outplanting /

Performance on Typical Sites
No information found



Other Comments No information found
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