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TAXONOMY 

Plant 

Family 

There are few propagation information about Agrostis densiflora, so some 

propagation detail listed includes information about other plants from the 

same genus. 

Scientific 

Name 

Poaceae 

Common 

Name 

Grass 

Species 

Scientific 

Name 

 

Scientific 

Name  

Agrostis densiflora Vasey 

Varieties  No literature found 

Sub-species No literature found 

Cultivar No literature found 

Common 

Synonym(s

)  

Agrostis californica Trin. 

Agrostis glomerata auct. non (J. Presl) Kunth 

Agrostis clivicola Crampton 

Agrostis clivicola var. punta-reyesensis Crampton 

Common 

Name(s) 

California bentgrass 

https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/%5byear%5d/%5bUSDASpeciesCode.pdf%5d
https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/%5byear%5d/%5bUSDASpeciesCode.pdf%5d


Species Code 

(as per 

USDA 

Plants 

database) 

AGDE7(USDA) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  

 
(USDA) 

Ecological 

distribution  

A. densiflora gorws in sandy soils, bluffs along the coast and scrublands 

A. densiflora is the host to Coenonympha tullia, Polites sabuleti, Amblyscirtes 

vialis, and Mythimna unipuncta. (Calscape) 

Climate and 

elevation 

range 

A. densiflora grows in areas with an annual precipitation of 41.1 cm – 161.8 

cm. It can tolerate temperature from 3°C to 29°C, soil pH from 4.6 to 6.9. 

(Calflora) 

 The Jepson Herbarium indicates that A. densiflora can survive in elevation 

under 200m. (Peterson & Harvey , 2014) 

Local habitat 

and 

abundance  

A. densiflora prefer coastal habitat like dunes and bluffs. (Calscape) 

Plant strategy 

type / 

successiona

l stage  

Pioneer species  



Plant 

characterist

ics  

A. densiflora is a perennial grass, not rhizomatous or stoloniferous, that can 

grow up to 85 cm.  

The leaf of A. densiflora are flat and 2-10 mm wide with ligule of 1.5-

2mm and proximal blades of 2-12cm. 

The flowering time of A. densiflora is May -August, producing flowers in 

color of yellow, green and purple. 

 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  See (Agrostis scabra) 

 

Propagation 

Goal  

Plants 

Propagation 

Method  

Seeds  

Product Type  Propagules (seeds, cuttings, poles, etc.) 

Stock Type  

Time to 

Grow  

6 to 11 months (Calflora) 

Target 

Specificatio

ns 

(Agrostis scabra) 142kg/ha annual production (Winslow, 2002) 

 

Propagule 

Collection 

Instructions  

(Agrostis scabra) Wildland hand-harvesting seed collection happens from 

mid-August to early September before natural dispersal. (Winslow, 2002) 

Propagule 

Processing/

Propagule 

Characteris

tics  

(Agrostis scabra) Seed is first dried for 3 to 5 days, and then processed with a 

Wintersteiger plot combine at concave closed with 700 rpm speed and no 

wind. A 4/64' round hole screen, and air-screen processed on a Clipper M2B 

or Eclipse cleaner over a 1-24" round hole screen is then used to further putify 

the seeds (Winslow, 2002).  

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments  

(Agrostis scabra) Seed stratification in 0-1°C for 10 days then move seeds to 

22-25°C (Winslow, 2002). 

 

Growing 

Area 

Preparation 

/ Annual 

Practices 

for 

Perennial 

Crops  

(Agrostis scabra) Seeds are directly sowed in 4 inches firm and moist soil with 

no weeds (Winslow, 2002). 

Establishmen

t Phase 

Details  

Seeds are sowed during Spring or Fall. 

Keep soil moist during seed germination period which last about 14-16 days. 

No fertilization applied during establishment stage since it will stimulate weed 

growth. Buctryl or romoxynil can be applied at 3-5 leaf stage to control. 



Length of 

Establishm

ent Phase  

2 growing seasons  

Active 

Growth 

Phase  

Active growth phase happens from spring to fall. 

Weed control and moisture is important during active growth stage. 

100 lbs actual N/40 lbs actual P/acre of fertilizer is applied in mid-September. 

Irrigation is not required during flowering. 

Length of 

Active 

Growth 

Phase  

2 or 3 growing seasons  

Hardening 

Phase  

No literature found 

Length of 

Hardening 

Phase  

No literature found 

Harvesting, 

Storage and 

Shipping  

Clipping a temporary plastic or canvas piece under belt draper for direst 

catchment is a way to minimize seed loss during seed harvest. Seeds are then 

stored in a plastic bag in cool and try environment. 

Length of 

Storage  

5 to 7 years 

Guidelines 

for 

Outplanting 

/ 

Performanc

e on 

Typical 

Sites  

No literature found 

Other 

Comments  

None 
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