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TAXONOMY

Plant Family

Scientific Name

Nymphaeaceae

Common Name

Waterlily family

Species Scientific
Name

Scientific Name

Nymphaea mexicana Zucc.

Varieties None listed.
Sub-species None listed.
Cultivar

Common Synonym(s)

Castalia flava (Leitner) Greene

Common Name(s)

Yellow waterlily, banana waterlily

Species Code (as per
USDA Plants
database)

NYME

GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range

RN W

A\

Source: USDA Plants Database

Ecological distribution

Lakes, ponds, and slow streams in lowland zone.? First discovered in
Mexico, but also native to Southeastern US and California.134 Rare on
Vancouver Island, BC.2




Climate and elevation

Elevation less than 1100 m.°

range
Local habitat and Alkaline lakes, ponds, springs, marshes, sloughs, slow streams, ditches,
abundance canals. Distribution associated with winter range canvasback ducks

(Aythya valisineria) that feed on the yellow waterlily. Forms natural
hybrids with the white waterlily (Nymphaea odorata).®

Plant strategy type /
successional stage

Aquatic weedy/colonizer.>’

Plant characteristics

Long-lived perennial herb. Stems submerged to floating with erect
rhizomes up to 30cm in length. Inflorescence of bright flowers that
open from 11 am to 4 pm.2° Flowers floating or raised slightly from
surface of water.?

Nymphaea mexicana

Source: llustrated Flora of British Columbia

PROPAGATION DETAILS

Ecotype Not applicable
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Vegetative
Product Type Bareroot
Stock Type

Time to Grow

No information available.

Target Specifications

Hardy plant with overwintering roots.

Propagule Collection
Instructions

Collect the waterlily from the water source after the first growing
season in the upcoming spring. Divide rhizomes, each with a young
shoot and enough fibrous roots.?10




Propagule
Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Each plant should have a young shoot and lots of fibrous roots before
propagating.®1°

Pre-Planting Propagule
Treatments

Place plants into aquatic baskets with some aquatic compost.81°

Growing Area
Preparation / Annual
Practices for
Perennial Crops

Waters with pH 5.0 to 9.0 and areas of calm waters with little to no
shade.!?

Establishment Phase
Details

Plant in late spring. Aquatic baskets should be placed in shallow waters
until fresh leaves are visible.?

Length of
Establishment Phase

No information available.

Active Growth Phase

Bloom period is through spring, flowers are floating or rising above
water.1:3 Move the aquatic baskets to deeper depths as the plant
continues to grow.®

Length of Active
Growth Phase

From spring to winter dormancy.2

Hardening Phase

Evidence of overwintering roots that have the appearance of tiny
bananas at terminal nodes.® This appearance is why the species is also
referred to as the banana waterlily. Remove fading foliage as plant
enters winter dormancy.®

Length of Hardening
Phase

Late autumn before entering winter dormancy.

Harvesting, Storage
and Shipping

Difficult to transplant.® No other information available.

Length of Storage

No information available.

Guidelines for
Outplanting /
Performance on
Typical Sites

Difficult to establish and difficult to transplant, plant directly at site.®
No other information available.

Other Comments
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