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TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Family Scientific Name Chenopodiaceae Vent.
Family Common Name Goosefoot
Species Scientific Name
Genus Suaeda Forssk. ex J.F. Gmel.
Species Suaeda Maritima
Species authority (Linnaeus) Dumortier
Varieties Suaeda calceoliformis (Hook.) Moq.
Sub-species Suaeda maritima (L.) Dumort. ssp. maritima

Suaeda maritima (L.) Dumort. ssp. richii (Fernald)
Bassett & C.W. Crompton

Cultivar



Common Synonym(s) Suaeda maritima var. aestuaria (Dumort.) P.D.Sell

Suaeda maritima subsp. asiatica H.Hara

Suaeda maritima var. bacciformis (Dumort.) P.D.Sell

Suaeda maritima var. cavanillesiana Lázaro Ibiza

Suaeda maritima var. erecta (Moq.) P.D.Sell

Suaeda maritima var. flexilis (Focke) Focke

Suaeda maritima var. humifusa J.Boucaud

Suaeda maritima subsp. jacquinii (Ten.) Nyman

Suaeda maritima var. macrocarpa (Desv.) Moq.

Suaeda maritima var. perennansMaire

Suaeda maritima var. prostrata (Focke) Focke

Suaeda maritima var. purpurascens P.D.Sell



Suaeda maritima subsp. richii (Fernald) Bassett &
Crompton

Suaeda richii Fernald

Suaeda tortuosaMoq.

Common Name(s) Herbaceous seepweed

Annual seablite
Species Code (as per USDA Plants
database)

SUMA

GENERAL INFORMATION
Geographical range

Central & E. Canada to E. U.S.A. and Washington,
Europe to W. Siberia, Macaronesia, N. Africa to
Indo-China. See Map above for North America and
Washington State distribution.2

Ecological distribution This plant resides in aquatic, terrestrial, and wetland
habitats. But mainly in salt marshes and sea shores,
usually below the high water mark.3

Climate and elevation range Temperate climates near sea level
Local habitat and abundance Variable habitat but likes full sunny locations in

maritime regions, usually found on its own away from
other plants..
Suitable for: light (sandy) and medium (loamy) soils.
Suitable pH: neutral and basic (mildly alkaline) soils
and can grow in very alkaline and saline soils.
It cannot grow in the shade. It prefers moist soil. The
plant can tolerate maritime exposure.4

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

It is an early colonist of intertidal mud- and sand-flats,
sometimes also occurring higher up in salt-pans and on
drift-lines, on shell and shingle banks, and in thinly
vegetated brackish areas behind sea-walls. Lowland.5

Plant characteristics Suaeda maritima is a ANNUAL shrub/herb growing to
0.3 m (1ft). It is in flower from July to October, and the
seeds ripen from August to October. The species is
hermaphrodite (has both male and female organs) and
is pollinated by Wind. The plant is self-fertile.4



PROPAGATION DETAILS
Ecotype mature seeds were collected from a salt marsh at

Cuckmere Haven, East Sussex (UK, TQ515978) in
mid-October 2004 and 2006.6

Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed
Product Type Bareroot
Time to Grow 4-6 months
Target Specifications Average plant height is 1 ft.
Propagule Collection Instructions Dry plant at about 15 °C for 14 d to allow separation of

seeds from the rest of the plant by hand.6
Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

monomorphic, lenticular, 1-2.2 mm diam.; seed coat
reddish brown or black, reticulate.7

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments Seeds can be stored dry at 4 °C or 17 °C for the full
20-week natural dormancy period6

Seeds can be stored in a wet saline solution with low
oxygen levels for the full 20-week natural dormancy
period6

High resistance to Salt stress8

Severe hypoxia does not prevent good germination9

Germination begins when the temperature rises above
about 15 °C and the salinity is reduced.6

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Moist light (sandy) and medium (loamy) soils
Suitable pH: neutral and basic (mildly alkaline) soils
and can grow in very alkaline and saline soils.4

Establishment Phase Details Cold seawater pretreatment required to break
dormancy of seeds and for successful germination.6

Length of Establishment Phase 2-3 weeks
Active Growth Phase March through October
Length of Active Growth Phase 8 Months
Hardening Phase Based on species from its Genus it most likely hardens

in winter and drops its extra foliage
Length of Hardening Phase 3-5 weeks
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping Harvest ripen seeds from August to October where the

detritus can be dried and then easily removed from the
seed. 4

Store and dry seeds at 4 °C or 17 °C for the full
20-week natural dormancy period.6



Seeds can also be stored in a wet saline solution with
low oxygen levels for the full 20-week natural
dormancy period.6

Length of Storage 20 weeks
Guidelines for Outplanting /
Performance on Typical Sites

Plant in spring and expect flowering in July with
fruiting in August through October.4
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