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Plant Propagation Protocol for Cassiope tetragona 
ESRM 412 – Native Plant Production 

URL: https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/[2025]/[CATE11.pdf] 
 

 
   Source: University of Washington Herbarium 

 
 

TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Ericaceae Juss.  
Common Name Heath family1, Bilberry family2 

Species 
Scientific 
Name 

 

Scientific Name  Cassiope tetragona (L.) D. Don - white arctic mountain heather1 

 
Varieties  Cassiope tetragona (L.) D. Don var. saximontana (Small) C.L. Hitchc. - white arctic 

mountain heather1 

Cassiope tetragona (L.) D. Don var. tetragona - white arctic mountain heather1 

Sub-species  N/A 
Cultivar N/A 
Common 

Synonym(s)  
French: Cassiope tétragone2 

Inuktitut: Itsutit, plantiksutit, or qijuktaat2 

 
Common Name(s) artic white heather2, mountain heather2, Artic Bell-heather4, white arctic mountain 

heather4, four-angled moss-heather5 
 

Species Code (as 
per USDA Plants 
database) 

CATE11 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  
This species is found in northern Alaska, the Yukon Territory, the Northwest 
Territories, northern Quebec, the Pacific Northwest, the Northern Rockies, and 

Source: USDA Plants  
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Eurasia.6 In the northwest of the United States, it is commonly found on both sides of 
the Cascades Mountains in Washington.5  
 
It is native to Alaska, Alberta, Amur, British Columbia, Buryatiya, Chita, Finland, 
Greenland, Iceland, Irkutsk, Kamchatka, Khabarovsk, Krasnoyarsk, Labrador, 
Magadan, Montana, North European Russia, Northwest Territories, Norway, Nunavut, 
Svalbard, Sweden, Washington, West Siberia, Yakutiya, Yukon.7 

Ecological 
distribution  

Found in meadows, heath shrubland, and rocky slopes in both subalpine and alpine 
areas.6 

Climate and 
elevation range 

Ranges from 34 to 3000 meters.1 

Local habitat and 
abundance  

Located in open and rocky environments.5 

Plant strategy type 
/ successional 
stage  

Establishes best in low wind environments, and high pH soils, and is vulnerable to 
heavy snow.9 

Plant 
characteristics  

Classified as a perennial shrub or subshrub and a dwarf, evergreen shrub.1,8 

PROPAGATION DETAILS: SEED 
Ecotype  Propagation protocol derived from RGNR, USDA Plants Protocol Information, and the 

Alpine Garden Society Plant Encyclopedia.1,10 No description of seed collections where 
provided.  

Propagation Goal  Plants 
Propagation 

Method  
Seed 

Product Type  Container (plug) 
Stock Type None specified. 
Time to Grow  None specified. 
Target 

Specifications  
None specified. 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions 

Can be propagated from seed, bare root, or bulb.1 Seeds can be nondormant.10 

Propagule 
Processing/Prop
agule 
Characteristics  

Dry seed capsules.1 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments 

Cold stratification is required for germination.1 Recommended to plant seeds directly 
in acidic compost that remains wet until germination.12 Germination occurs at 22C.10 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual Practices 
for Perennial 
Crops  

Once established, prefers well-draining sandy to loamy soils.11Suitable to nutrient poor 
soils.11 

Establishment 
Phase Details  

Around a month depending on Cassiope species.12 
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Length of 
Establishment 
Phase  

None specified. 

Active Growth 
Phase  

Slow growing rate and intolerant to shade.1 

Length of Active 
Growth Phase  

Duration of Summer.1 

Hardening Phase  None specified. 
Length of 

Hardening Phase  
None specified. 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

None specified. 

Length of Storage None specified. 
Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 
Performance on 
Typical Sites  

Flower from June to August.5 

Other Comments   
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