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TAXONOMY 
Plant 

Family 
Primulaceae 

Scientific 
Name 

Douglasia gormanii 

Common 
Name 

Gorman’s dwarf primrose 

Species 
Scientifi
c Name 

 

Scientific 
Name  

Douglasia gormanii Constance 

Varieties  N/A 
Sub-species  D. alaskana, D. arctica Hook., D. beringensis S. Kelso, D. conservatorum Bjork, 

D. idanoensis Douglass M. Hend., D. laevigata A. Gray, D. montana A. Gray, 
D. nivalis Lindl., D. ochotensis1 

Cultivar  
Common 

Synonym(
s)  

Douglasia arctica var. gormanii 
Douglasia ochotensis subsp. gormanii 

Common 
Name(s) 

Gorman’s dwarf primrose 

Species 
Code  

DOGO 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographic

al range  

(Photo taken from the USDA 
website) 

https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols


Douglasia gormanii is primarily native to British Columbia and Alaska but is 
also found in Northern Washington1. 

Ecological 
distributio
n 

Douglasia gormanii prefer rocky slopes in a tundra biome, and alpine zones8. 

Climate and 
elevation 
range 

Typically found at 300 to 1800 meters of elevation4. 

Local 
habitat 
and 
abundanc
e  

N/A 

Plant 
strategy 
type / 
successio
nal stage  

N/A 

Plant 
characteri
stics  

Douglasia gormanii is a perennial herb with a winged stem and colorful, 
heterostylous flowers. Peas have adaptations for both insect pollination and 
self-pollination7. The foliage grows out as a fuzzy cushion, sprinkled with 
flowers6. 

PROPAGATION DETAILS (Report one type of propagation in section; 
duplicate section as needed for multiple types of propagation) 

Ecotype  N/A 
Propagation 

Goal  
Seeds 

Propagation 
Method  

Seed 

Product 
Type  

Container (plug) 

Stock Type 160 ml containers 
Time to 

Grow  
2 years 

Target 
Specificat
ions  

Seedling with many leaves made up in a tight cushion5. 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructio
ns  

Collect seeds when capsules turn brown6. 



Propagule 
Processin
g/Propagu
le 
Characteri
stics  

N/A 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatment
s  

The seeds need cold stratification for about 5 months to germinate6. 

Growing 
Area 
Preparatio
n / Annual 
Practices 
for 
Perennial 
Crops  

Make sure soil is sandy and excessively drained. Grow in container until about 
4 inches, they are typically slow at growing under natural conditions6. 

Establishme
nt Phase 
Details  

They need two warm/cold stratifications cycles and about 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit to induce germination5. 

Length of 
Establish
ment 
Phase) 

6 weeks  

Active 
Growth 
Phase  

When seeds do germinate, roots develop rapidly. There should be 4 to 6 leaves 
in the rosette about 6 weeks after germination5. 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase  

12 weeks  

Hardening 
Phase  

Reduce irrigation gradually in September and October5. 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase  

4 weeks 

Harvesting, 
Storage 
and 
Shipping  

Harvest is in September of the second year of growth. Store in outdoor nursery 
under insulating foam and snow5. 

Length of 
Storage  

5 months 

Guidelines 
for 
Outplanti

Was unable to find specific guidelines for outcropping, but generally like sandy 
soils in full sun5. Can be transplanted from pot to pot or from pot to garden6. 



ng / 
Performan
ce on 
Typical 
Sites  

Other 
Comment
s  

Most of the protocol from growing is based on two different species from the 
same family, Rocky Mountain Dwarf Primrose and Snow Dwarf Primrose. 
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