Plant Propagation Protocol for Scolochloa festucacea

ESRM 412 — Native Plant Production
TAXONOMY

Plant Family
Scientific Name Poaceae
Common Name Grass family
Species Scientific Name
Genus Scolochloa
Species festucacea
Species Authority Wwilld.
Varieties
Sub-species
Cultivar

Common Synonym(s)

Arundo festucacea Willd.
Fluminia festucacea (Willd.) Hithc.

Common Name(s)

Common rivergrass, whitetop rivergrass, sprangletop

Species Code (as per USDA Plants
database)

SCFE

GENE

RAL INFORMATION
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Ecological distribution

Scolochloa festucacea occurs in are mountain
meadows, plains & grasslands, prairie, and wet
grasslands [6]

Climate and elevation range

Elevation: 300-610 m, grows in northern climates
where winters are cold

Local habitat and abundance

Occurs in areas of seasonally flooded wetlands, often
occurs in bands along the shore as well as in shallow
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basins within common reed stands of freshwater to
moderately saline bodies of water. [6][3]

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Low drought tolerance, medium fire tolerance, cold
tolerant to -389F, colonizes exposed mud flats, fairly
flood tolerant. [5]

Plant characteristics

The life form of Scolochloa festucacea is a graminoid.
The plant is an emergent, perennial, rhizomatous cool-
season grass growing 2.6-4.9 ft tall with hollow, stout
culms [6]. The leaf blades are flat, 5-30 cm long, and 5-
10 mm wide [1][4]. The stems are 1-2m in length [7].

PROPAGATION DETAILS: FROM SEED

Ecotype
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed

Product Type

Container (plug)

Stock Type

Time to Grow

30-60 days [6

Target Specifications

Seedlings must produce a rhizome to survive the
winter [6]

Propagule Collection Instructions

In early spring, suring wet weather, seeds are
dispersed by water and accumulate on seedbank, from
where they can be collected [6]

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Seed density: 19,000/0z [3]

Propagule Processing: because the seeds are collected
from a seedbank, where they can be combined with
detritus and other seeds, it is recommended that they
are processed by sifting. They should also be dried,
because they are most easily collected from water.
Water might also be used for separation because that
is how they naturally move and spread. [6]

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments

No information provided

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Growing media: fine to medium textured soils
Container size & type: 6-packs in a 10-20 tray

Establishment Phase Details

A depth of .4 inches for seed planting, seeds can be
planted with a 90 stem/square foot density. Seeds
must be inundated when they are buried [6]

Length of Establishment Phase

30-60 days

Active Growth Phase

Length of Active Growth Phase

Hardening Phase

Length of Hardening Phase

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping

Length of Storage
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Guidelines for Outplanting /
Performance on Typical Sites

Other Comments No information was found for information concerning
the growth phases of Scolochloa festucacea

INFORMATION SOURCES

References See Below
Other Sources Consulted See Below
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