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Overview 
1. Evidence for whole mantle convection 

2. Model of whole mantle convection reconciling 

geophysical and geochemical data – Transition 

Zone Water Filter Model 

3. Evidence for the Transition Zone Water Filter Model 
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Zhao, 2009 
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Transition Zone Water Filter 



Where’s the water at? 
• MORBs upper mantle is 0.01wt% water 

• OIBs lower mantle is 0.05 wt% water 

• Mantle near subduction zones is 0.1 wt% water 

 

• Water solubility of transition zone minerals 

Transition zone is 0.1 – 1.5 wt% water 

• Bulk Water estimates Transition zone is 0.2 – 2% 

water 

 

• Water weight in transition zone is higher than 

saturation limit in upper/lower mantle, but lower 

than saturation limit of transition zone minerals. 
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Extra water promotes melting 

400 km 

660 km Water and trace elements sink to transition zone 
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660 km Short time and small water capacity  
results in little hydration 
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Lack of water results in  
little or no melting 
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“damp,” trace element rich OIB 

Similar story for Archaean mantle resulted in non-depleted crust formation.  



Transition Zone Water 
Filter 

• Heat and silicates are transferred through the whole 
mantle whole mantle convection 

• “Missing” water is trapped in the transition 

• Trace elements are filtered out and only circulate in 

the lower mantle. 

 

• Melt layer of 5-10 km is hard to image seismically. 

• Need better understanding of material properties 

(i.e. water capacity of mantle rock). 



Evidence for Water Filter Theory 

B. Tauzin, E. Debayle, G. Wittlinger, Seismic evidence for a global low-velocity layer 
within the Earth’s upper mantle, Nature Geoscience 3, 718–721 (2010) 

Blue - velocity increase 

Red - velocity decrease 

89 

Decreased by factor of 4 

Slow velocity layer just above 410-km discontinuity 
Data filtered using 4 time periods, with 95% confidence 

63 

Decreased by factor of 4 



Modeling Receiver Function Observations 

c,d, Observed RFs (c) for the 89 stations of Fig. 1a and synthetic 
waveforms (d) computed using the same LVL thickness 
distribution as in the data in c. Each seismic trace (c,d) is made 
of the juxtaposition, from left to right, of the 10, 7, 5 and 3 s low-
pass filtered RFs at the stations, aligned on the ‘410’ waveform 
and ordered by increasing LVL thickness. Black crosses 
indicate the top of the LVL. 



Sampling and Alternate Explanations 

Explanations:  
•Few in subduction zones – dehydration 
•Few in high temperatures  zones - affect 
water rich mantle silicate rocks 
•However, large mantle sampling - it’s not 
solely found in these environments 

Hier-Majumder, S., Ricard, Y. & Bercovici, D. Role 
of grain boundaries in magma migration and 
storage. Earth Planet. Sci. Lett. 248, 735749 (2006). 

- “grain boundary tension may prevent simple 
gravitational settling of a heavy melt into a thin 
completely decompacted layer, and may give rise to a 
thicker boundary layer.” 

- This tension is modulated by grain size and matrix 
viscosity, which can vary by orders of magnitude. 
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Previous Studies 

Former studies showing slow velocity layer above 410-km discontinuity 

1 4-6 2,3 7 8-11 



Summary 

• There is clear evidence for slab subduction to the deep mantle 
 

• Theory of water filter above 410-km discontinuity incorporates 
layered convection-like observations 
 

• Worldwide evidence for thin, slow velocity layer above 410-
km discontinuity is emerging 
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