
Diversity is the primary theme of the project’s 
program and people have openly embraced this 
fact. The project consists of two plazas connected 
by a variable-height boardwalk. There are 
ample places for sitting and the open plazas can 
be used for many types of organized events. 
Spontaneity is common here and the project is 
already evolving to fit the needs of use and 
safety. Simple but high quality concrete, wood, 
and steel construction enhance the experience 
but shift the focus to the elegant form and ever-
changing viewscape.BERNSTO
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Location:  Kalvebod Brygge, Copenhagen
Architect:  JDS Architects, KLAR
Engineers:  Sloth Møller
   Rådgivende Ingeniører
Client:   City of Copenhagen, Denmark
Area:   8500 m2
Cost:   35 million Danish Kroner
    (~ 6.4 million USD)
Constructed:  2011 - 2012
The bold, unique design of this boardwalk 
extension was conceived and built with the 
express intent of reclaiming access to the harbour 
and connecting the overall urban fabric with 
the waterfront. The existing buildings along the 
Kalvebod Brygge dominate the edge and create 
large, uninviting shadows. The double-wave form 
of the Kavelbod Bølge reaches beyond these 
shadows and invites visitors and residents to 
relax, play, and stay. 
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Hot tub party boat.

Ribbon playshape.
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KALVEBOD BøLGE
Study by Matt Kikosicki + Scott Boetjer

Making a Splash:
Copenhagen’s Waterfront Wave.

33INVITING URBAN PLAY: Public Spaces | Public Life for Seattle’s University District




